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MENTAL ALIENATION, 
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CONCLUDED. 


Genttemen,—I have already pointed 
out to you the principal circumstances es- 
sential to be alluded to in the history of the 
suicidal monomania. We may sum up by 
saying, that it exists in two distinct forms, 
the acute and chronic, and that each of these 
exhibits species of endless variety. 

A cure from this state is frequently seen. 
Relapses are exceedingly frequent. Es- 
quirol, for example, gives an example ofa 
woman who had ten attacks, at separate in- 
tervals, in which she enjoyed perfect ra- 
tionality. Her first attack was at the age of 
34, the last at 69. The second occurred at 
36, the third at 37, the next at 44, the fifth 
at 48, the sixth at 51, the seventh at 61, 
the eighth at 65, the ninth at 67, the last 
at 69. Itis curious, perhaps important, to 
observe, that as the patient increased in 
years, the attacks became more approached, 
thus forming a diametrically opposice case 
to the usual exemption of old age from this 

ies of alienation. In this case, also, 

re were several other circumstances de- 
serving attention. The disease seemed to 
be hereditary. The patient's mother was 
subject to paroxysms of violent fury. Her 


succeeded by relapse. It frequently 

into complete folly, during which the sui- 
cidal inclination may either persist or dis- 
appear; or mania, in its confirmed form, 
may supervene, retaining the tendency to 
suicide as its predominant feature. 


The treatment may be dismissed in a few 
words. It is founded on the same princi- 
ples, and made up of the same details, as are 
— to all other species of exclusive 

ienation. Various attempts have been 
made by religious and lay legislators to 
check its progress, by posthumous penal- 
ties, confiscations, and disgraces. This 
subject, however, does not appertain to 
the view we have to take of the medical 
history of the affection. The best authors 
can consult are M, Esquirol and M. 
Falleraye, whose name I so often mentioned 
in my last lecture, and whose work on sui- 
cide and hypochondriasis is the best mono- 
graph extant on the former alienation. 


Insane Estimation, Hatred, &c. 


The next of the natural sentiments of 
man which may undergo the monomania 
perversion, is the instinctive notion that 
rompts us to the esteem of others. This 
instinct may be altered in various manuers, 
In one variety it becomes singularly exag- 
gerated. Individuals without any reason- 
able motive, conceive an inordinate pas- 
sion or love for another—a passion differ- 
ent from nymphomania, &c., inasmuch as it 
is wholly Platonic and spiritual—frequently 
for persons of the same sex, sometimes for 
an imaginary essence or a God. In another 
variety all benevolence may be abolished, 
and a singular hatred conceived, without 
any reasonable cause ; for persons, too, for 
whom attdchmeot should the warmest. 
Often this seems to depend, like the suicidal 
tendency, on some physiological condition. 
Pregnant women, for example, will, under 


own daughter had several accessions of ma- 
nia, commencing at the early age of 14, and 
in one of which she attempted ber own life. | 
The terminations of this disease are, first, 
by recovery, an event of sufficiently com- 
mon occurrence. Sometimes perfect, often | 


No, 492. 


the influence of this derangement, entertain 
intense aversion for their husbands, chil. 
dren, or relatives—for those beings towards 
whom nature dictates affection, and whom 
the patients were wont to heap with kind- 
ness, Towards these dear friends, the fe- 
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male, while in this physi 


gical state, will | are examples of homicide, committed with- 


manifest the most vicious and violent feel- | out the least motive or passionate impulse, 
ings ; and all these cease, all the natural | without any reason or self-interest. Homi- 
tions return, as soon as parturition is| cide, such as this, so opposed to the natural 


In other cases there does not 


benevolence of man, so total a perversion of 
exist ha- | nature, 


and of the sentiments she incul- 


tred, properly'so called, but a complete de-| cates, is the true monomania for the de- 


gree of moral insensibility ; utter indiffer- 
ence to the world and to self; there is not 


struction of others. It embraces four lead- 
jing varieties. In the first, the inclination 


force enough to hate. Even of this form of | suddenly occurs in persons insane ia other 
aberration, two modifications may be no-| respects. In the second, the person shows 
ticed, In the first there is total apathy and | no sign of alienation during the’ days or 
carelessness for the evils committed ; there | hours preceding the actual paroxysm. 


the third, there is the full performance 


is not a trace of sorrow or regret. In the 
Teison within a limited number of hours 


second, the individual perceives and disap- 
proves, This is often but the first stage to- 
wards @ insanity, in which it is 


before the attempt, which is committed 


during a fit of actual insanity. The fourth 


impossible either to hate or love. Many | speciesis, fortunately, rare. In it, for davs 


persons thus affected are, in several re-jor hours pre 


spects, way estimable. But it may hap- 
pen, that if the state be long continued, the 
malady advances another step, and becomes 
a desire to kill, independent of any feeling 
of hatred or aversion. Numerous are the 
events which elucidate the p of this 
murder-madness, the subject which I now 
proceed to examine. 


MURDER-MADNESS. 


This tendency, this desire to kill, may be 
revealed even in early infancy and child- 
hood, by certain tastes and directions of the 
deas, At the age of three or four years, 
there haye been noticed the most ferocious 
instincts. The children delight in killing 
animals, in torture, in doing’everything that 
is vicious, in tormenting their weaker com- 
panions with precocious and barbarous in- 
pas al Grown up to manhood, these in- 
ividuals desire ardently to witness the 
shedding of blood. The perversion does 
not stop here. They next desire to spill 
blood bn i A, more, to drink it, 
to slake theis thirst with it with all the 
carnivorous loging of a tiger. Horrible 
to think, too, this atrocious taste spreads 
y imitation through multitudes of people, 
es an epidemic murder-madness, only 
ceasing when it has no more victims to im. 
molate. Religious and political crises have 
given us many a sad example of this awful 
revelling in slaughter. Such was the car- 
of the Septembrizers in our first revo- 
lution, who, absolutely drunk with blood, 
rsevered in their butcheries for four days 
ther. But France is not the only coun- 

try which has been the theatre of such 
scenes. Ancient Rome—in short ever 
city of revolutions—has chapters of this 
character in its history. 
Nevertheless, this is not, properly speak- 
ing, the true monomania of murder. Some 
motive may, on analysis, be detected in the 


vious to the attempt, while it 
is committed, and after its consummation, 
there is no trace of any other mental de- 
rangement. The only madness is in the act 


tself. 

In the first case the attempt is the result 
of a motive, but an irrati one, a motive 
founded on some insane idea or hallucina- 
tion. An illustration of this is found inthe 
history of the young man who killed his 
mother, who was suffering from a protracted 
illness.’ He always loved her, and when 
he became a matricide, he fancied himself 
an angel, specially sent to release her from 
her suffering. A second and very remark- 
able instance is that of a mother, who de- 
liberately killed four of her children with a 
hammer. Her motive was this ; during her 
presnancy with each of these children, she 

boured under the propensity to thieving 
to a great extent, and imagining that her 
children would all turn out robbers, she 
murdered them all to prevent it. The com- 
bination and arrangement of ideas displayed 
in this occurrence deserve attention. In a 
third case, related by Dr. Brissac, a gentle- 
man of slightly disordered intelligence had 
to call on a barber to shave him. ‘The opera- 
tion was scarcely over when the gentleman 
suddenly fixed his eyes attentively on the 
barber, and asked did he mean to insult 
him? “ Me, Sir?” said the barber, when 
the gentleman immediately shot him dead 
with a pistol. 

Halluciaations, again, frequently afford a 
motive for this wish to kill. The patient 
is unceasingly pursued by hideous spectres, 
by indescribable sights, by demoniac voices, 
or angelic missionaries, ever urging, forcing, 
persuading him to homicide. Now and then 
these visions are not altogether of a grave 
and serious character. A comical case fell 
under the observation of Esquirol, A young 
man, one of his patients, Isbouring under 
this murder-madness, imagined that an 
enormous sow was perpetually hunting him. 


majority of the preceding cases. But there 
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in other cases, no motive whatever 
detected ; there is no appreciable 
chain of inferences, although disordered ; 
individual is seized with a desire to 
shed blood; he gloats on ideas of 

and torture. Some extraordina: 
on record. I shall 
a few in order to impress the subject 

recollection. 


The case of the young man is one 
of the most remarkable in the history of 
homicide, and is, at the same time, singular 
to a high degree, with respect to the state 

the man before the homicide was com- 
mitted. He became melancholy without 
obvious cause, abandoned his father’s house, 

efied into the woods, slept in the open air, 
and fed on roots and berries. One day 
while lurking in his lair, he perceived a 
little girl rambling playfully at the edge of 
the forest, he sprung on her like a tiger, 
stabbed her to the heart, dragged her to his 
den, violated ber person, cut the body into 
pieces, devoured the heart, drank her blood, 
and sucked the flesh of her limbs. Here 
was a strange and monstrous combination of 
ferocious instincts, operating without the 
least appreciable motive. 

Shortly after the preceding case, another 
one took place scarcely less remarkable, and 
——s also previous alterations of cha- 
racter intellectual functions. I allude 
to the murders committed by the notorious 
Papavoine, a native of Beauvais who came 
to Paris to seek employment. Pursued by 
a vague and unintelligible impulse, he went 
to Vincennes, and, like Leger, continually 
pag about er forest. While there one 

, he perceived a young woman walking 
wu a children. The thirst for blood in- 
stantly took possession of him, but mark 
what he did. He returned to Vincennes 
and bought a knife, sharpened it, and again 
repaired to the place where he left the 
children, who still were playing as before. 
He accosted the young woman, stooped as 
if to kiss one of the children, and in a mo- 
ment plunged the knife into its heart, 
The affrighted and disconcerted servant 
ran to the assistance of the wounded 
child. Papayoine availed himself of the 
movement, rushed on the other, and de- 
stroyed it too, and then fled into the wood. 

In other examples, we find the unhappy 
individual struggling energetically with the 


Ilse. The narrative is pub- | 


atrocious 
lished of a lady, who, on returning home 


one afternoon, found benittensip female 
servant in tears. On questioning her,’ sha 
flung herself on her knees, and begged her 
with earnestness to be dismissed her sér< 
vice in order to prevent the perpetratiom 
ofa horrid deed, Pressed on to explain, 
she stated that for some weeks back, ev: 

night as she undressed her mistress’s child, 
the whiteness of its skin inspired her with 
an almost overwhelming impulse to rip out 
its bowels. She suffered unutterable tor- 
ture in =| the tendency, and every 
day she found her resolution growing 
weaker, 1 know another instance of a man 
of considerable reputation, devoted to 
scientific pursuits, who became the subject 
of this horrid insanity. He was seized with 
an intense desire to deprive some human 


being of life. 


of his moral liberty, in order to prevent 
the consummation of his desire. He prayed 
incessantly before the altar, that God would 
assist him in his struggle. When he felt 
the inclination arising (for it seemed to as. 
sume ap intermittent shape) he bad his 
thumbs tied together, and this slight phy- 
sical obstacle for a time prevented the access 
increasing. But despite all exertions, his 
malady increased, and he at length made 
an attempt at homicide ; after which the 
monomania verged into perfect and general 
insanity, still marked with this predomi- 
nant character. He eventually died mad. 

The case is also related of a mother, who 
eight days after her first confinement, while 
looking at her infant, felt her head agitated 
and her frame shaken, and in a moment ex- 
perienced a headlong wish to kill it. Hor- 
rified at the thought, she placed it in its 
cradle, and happily had force to resist the 
impulse. 

The desire to kill children is remarkable. 
It arises principally from a feeling in the 
individuals that the children are not able 
to give such resistance as would prevent 
the satisfaction of their desire. Se om 
I shall next mention is a further instance of 
this. It moreover displays av amount of 
premeditation and a degree of apathetic 
atrocity almost unparalleled in the history 
of these occurrences. It is the case of Hen- 
riette Corneille. Labouring under this tend - 
ency, she fixed her designs on one of the chil- 
dren of a neighbour, caressed her continu- 
ally, and sought the parents to allow her 
to take her to walk. Having obtained leave, 
she took the child to an apartment on the 
ground floor, there obtained a knife, and 
then ascenled the stairs to the entrgsol (a 
room, in many French houses, between the 
ground floor and next story). She met the 
porter on the stairs, and manifested no 
emotion whatever. 
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She opened the shutters wider to give let affords, perhaps, the most striking ex- 
her better light, arranged the Guan tok toll noke : it was that of a man about 30, who 
to avoid: its being stained, placed the from his infancy, like the vampire of the 
ehildvon her back on a table, with her head romancers, experienced a ing necessity 
ever its edge, and then deliberately and to feed on putrid human fiesh. He used to 
coolly cut off its head with a sawing move- glide into the cemeteries, scrape the dead 
ment of the knife. She collected the blood | from their graves, cut off the flesh, and hide 
in a basin. The operation lasted a quarter! it in holes in store for the calls of his dis- 
of an hour, during which time, as she after- gusting hunger. His appetite, however, was 


stated, she experieoced no emotion, | 
no fear, no pain, no pleasure. To every | 
question afterwards put to her, she ntiaowes 
“I could not help it,” and retained to che 
last the same imperturbable tranquillity. 
Attend now, Gentlemen, to what followed ; 
scarcely had the trial been published, when 
in various of France, by one of those 
epidemics of imitation I have already dwelt 
on, numerous mothers, nurses, and domes- 
ties, experienced this horrible impulse. 


The cases of attempted and designed i- | pe 


cide, which have been ascertained to have 
occurred at this time, are very numerous, 
M. Esquirol was called to a lady who, after 
reading the trial, could get no rest from the 
vehement desire to shed the blood of either 
her busband, her son, or her little grand- 
child, A servant maid, after reading the 
ba: ee became melancholy and absent, and 
used her food. After this state had con- 
tinued for a month, she at length, to the 
horror of her employers, declared that ever 
since, she had been baunted with a thirst 
for blood, especially for the life of her 
master's little son. Twice she confessed 
she seized him by the head and applied the 
knife to his throat; the first time he ran 
away alarmed; she called him back, and 
when he returned again she did the same. 
The boy then cried, and his tears, she said, 
inspired her with pity; she — down the 
knife and left the room. A bundred times 
a day she said she was hurried to the same 
purpose. It may be taken for granted, that 
after this pleasant confidential communica- 
tion, measures were taken to prevent the 
catastrophe. Such is the paling influ- 
ence of imitation, —such is aps the clue 
to the otherwise inexplicable atrocities 
which have so often marked the wars of the 
crusaders, religious persecutions, and revo- 
i massacres ; and it is highly impor- 
tant for us medical men to understand the 
operation of this instinct. It shows us, at 
least, the extreme danger of giving exten- 
sive publicity to the horrible events, and it 
proves the imperative necessity of probibit- 
the drawings and dramatic represen- 
tations in which the details of these atro- 
cities are depicted with scrupulous fidelity. 
The development of this disposition exists 


moderate as to quantity. This habit lasted 
until twenty years, when he first attempted 
homicide. Such is the state to which men- 
tal perversion may reduce our unhappy race, 


It is im t to understand the state of 
mind at the time of the commission of the 
homicide ; sometimes the hallucination, the 
stupor, the fury, the mora) debasement, 
continue during and after the act. At 
other times, and this is truly interesting to 
rceive, the moment the deed is done, the 
individual becomes instantly rational, free 
from his delusion, ridded of his persecuting 
hallucinations. Like the calm that follows the 
excitement of venereal pleasure,—like the» 
appeasement of the dypsomaniac when he 
slakes his unnatural thirst,—the craving for 
blood is annihilated by its effusion. Qn 
this restoration of reason, some are for 
what they have done, others, though no 
longer desiring blood, still do not repent 
their past atrocity. In these cases, some 
again at once confess what they perpetrated ; 
others with the utmost pains endeavour to 
conceal it, and to hide themselves from 
punishment, like those who commit murder 
for the acquisition of plunder. It is im- 
portant to notice this particularly, as the 
question sometimes presents itself in legal 
investigations, whether this concealment is 
not a proof of sound intelligence during the 
commission of the deed. It certainly is not 
a certain proof, inasmuch as many decided 
and confirmed maniacs display utmost 
ingenuity in hiding what they have done 
wrong. For, Gentlemen, maniacs, too, may 
perceive that they do what is bad, and 
they may repent it also; but they hide and 
they deny. They may perceive the dis- 
tinction between right and wrong, but the 
want the power to resis: the deranged 
ency to evil. 
he sexes appear to be equally the sub- 

jects of this alienzcion. With respect to age, 
the following facts aid us in forming some 
notion. Of 21 cases such as those I have 
related, but one was before the age of 20; 
(it occurred at 17); nine between 20 and 
30, seven between 30 and 40, one between 
40 and 50, and three between 50 and 60. 

The remaining branches of the history 


in some instances, as | have already men-' 


tioned, even from a very early period of life. 
Of the horrible prodromes which may mark 
the alienation, the case related by Berthol- 


of this alienation, appertain to the courses 
‘on legal medicine, and to political and 
civil questions beyond my province to 
, treat of, I have placed, however, the ele- 
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ments in your possession, which may guide 
you to correct decisions. You will perceive 
at once that the subject involves questions 
of infinite delicacy and difficulty. When re- 
lapses are so frequent on the one hand, and 
the capability of resisting the impulse is so 
often exhibited on the other, are we, is 
society, justified or not in sacrificing to our 
protection the personal liberty of those who 
once have experienced the delusion? Is 
society, again, justified in awarding capital 
puni t to the monomaniac assassin? It 
would be useless but as an example to deter 
others from similar acts; but when we 
recollect the perversions of imitation J have 
related, it becomes a question, whether 
profound silence respecting the event would 
not be a superior check. But all these 
considerations are the peculiar subject for 
the moralist and the legislator. ‘his is 
not the place to pursue them further. 


PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE BEST MODE OF PREVENTING AND 
CORRECTING 


IRREGULARITIES OF THE TEETH, 
AND ON 
ARTIFICIAL PALATES. 


By Joun Arison, Esq., Surgeon-Dentist, 


Leeds, Member hi Colle; j 


Ir is remarkable that i ities of 
the teeth in the lower animals are very 
rare, while in the human subject, unless 
prevented by the aid of art, nothing is more 
common than a slight irregularity ; and it 
occurs not u uently to such a degree, as 
to detract not only from the beauty, but the 
durability of the teeth, by causing them to 
come in contact in such a way, that three 
or four of the incisores receive nearly the 
whole shock of the jaw in mastication ; 
it also acts injuriously by too much com- 
pressing the nerves and bloodvessels. 

The causes of these more frequent irre- 
gularities, and also of decay or gangrene of 
the teeth in man, are probably identical 
with those which subject him to a much 
longer train of diseases; such as the vari- 
ous kinds of intemperance, and the artificial 
modes of living which have been introduced 
into civilized society ; in addition to which, 
it is supposed that cold, or the abstraction 
of ic, has a tendency to contract the 
jaw, and thus allow too little space for the 
due arrangement of the teeth; for travellers 
have observed that the teeth are more dis- 
torted in the northern latitudes: I have no 
doubt, also, that sudden transitions from 


heat to cold, or vice versa; have & 
to make them decay; for the teeth 
composed of bard and ‘unyielding sub- 
stances, cannot accommodate themselves to 
these sudden transitions, without endan< 
gering, by compression, the delicate: struc- 
ture of their bloodvessels, and thus» 
ducing disorganization and gangrene. 
whatever may be the causes, it seems as if 
nature had compensated for the various de- 
fects peculiar to human beings, by endow- 
ing them with a proportionate ie of 
sagacity or power to relieve those defects ; 
for I do not hesitate to assert, that irregu- 
larities of the teeth may, in almost all cases, 
be prevented ; and even after long neglect, 
unless the age of puberty has been passed, 
they may, with a litde mechanical contri- 
vance, easily ied. Prevention, 
however, is always to be preferred, because 
in children the teeth may be compared 
pol pons 4 trees, or to ‘‘ the young idea,” 
may readily be made to assume any 
direction which utility »4ay require; but 
when grown rigid by time, more energetic 
measures are nec , a8 every ener 
experiences in his management of the long- 
neglected vine, and every moralist in bis 
treatment of the uncultivated and unchas- 
tened idea. 

I shall first endeavour to point out the 
best means of assisting nature in those 
cases where there is a predisposition to 
irregularity, and before it has become fixed 
or established—i. e. before some of the an- 
terior superior teeth have become locked 
(when the mouth is shut) within the infe- 
rior teeth, and which defect cannot be 
remedied without the adoption of mechani- 
cal means, hereafter to be explained. 

The aid of art is much oftener required 
for the upper than the lower teeth, and this 
atatime when all the temporary teeth are 
cast—i. e. from twelve to sixteen years 
age. The majority of cases of irregularity 
are occasioned by the want of space for the 
cuspidati, which consequently Be, awe like 
tusks, and sometimes ulcerate the inside of 
the lip. Often have I seen, with regret, 
cases where these teeth have been extract- 
ed, but which is rarely necessary, unless 
there has been long neglect, a case of which 
I had a few weeks ago. The patient was a 

oung woman nearly thirty years of age; 
kes brother had been many years in India, 
and upon returning, after a successful voy- 
age, was shocked to find his sister’s mouth 
thus deformed ; for the canine tooth project- 
ed like a tusk, and considerably ulcerated the 
lip; the deviation was so great, that I did 
not hesitate to extract the projecting tooth, 
which was accomplished with Cartwright’s 
fo ; but in young subjects, 1 in- 
variably extract the first bicuspis, ond 
have uniformly found that the canine 
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tooth} by frequent re with the thumb! Mr, Fox recommenis for this purpose a 
wed thor, has brought into the right bar of gold, so strong, as not easily to bend, 

tipn.) The following are the reasons and about the sixteenth part of an inch in 
forethis «practice :—ist. 1t is much less breadth, which must be bent to the form of 
painfel, im con nce of the fangs being the mouth, and should be long enough to 
shorter) @nd. ‘I [ bicuspides are very reach to the temporary molares, which are 
liahle to decay, whereas the canine teeth the teeth to which it is to be tied. (I 
frequently remain sound after all the other rarely apply any mechanical means until 
teeth have been destroyed by gangrene, | after the temporary teeth areshed.) Holes 
forming an excellent support for the attach- are to be drilled in the bar, at those places. 


ment of artificial or mineral teeth, 3rd. ‘The | 
loss of the canine or eye teeth detracts | 
considerably from the beauty of the mouth, | 
by altering the dental contour. For these 
reasons I hope no sargeon, who values his 
Teputation, will continue to extract these 
teeth, since I can assure him, that even 
where the deviation is considerable, the 
extraction of the bicuspis will be perfectly 

isfactory. I have seen a great many 
cases, where it has been nece to ex- 
tract one tooth on each side of the mouth ; 
on the , when the irregularity is 
but slight, instead of having recourse to ex- 
traction, it will sometimes be sufficient to 
pass a very thin file (some of which are 
made to cut on one side only, by Mr. Stubs 


of Warrington) between those teeth which 
are the most compressed, taking care, how- 
ever, to leave a sufficient covering of 
enamel, 


Irregularities in the teeth of the lower 
jaw are.less frequent, or, at least, they are 
attended with fewer inconveniences, and 
detract less from the beauty than those of 
the jaw. Itis very common to find 
one the four inferior incisores bebind, 
but still more frequently, I think, before, 
the others. .In either of these cases, the 
deviated tooth should be extracted ; but no 
Surgeon should attempt this, unless he is 
not only possessed of some dexterity, but 
well supplied with a variety of instruments, 
in order to fit case that may occur; 
otherwise he will be very liable to break 
either the eccentric tooth, or, what is far 
worse, one of its orderly neighbours. 
Should this accident happen, the fang ought 
by. ali means to be extracted as soon as 
possible, for in a few hours inflammation 
may supervene, and, moreover, if the fang 
be suffered to remain, it will form an insu- 
perable barrier against the due approxima- 
tion of the adjoining teeth, and thus a de- 
gree of deformity would be perpetuated. 


Having cursorily pointed out the means 
of poerensing detormities in the teeth, it 
will now be necessary to relate those me- 
thods which I have uniformly found to suc- 
ceed, where the preventive means have 

mn meglected, and where the inferior 
-incigores shut over the superior, thus form- 
ing pa i mechanical obstruction 
to their due arrangement 


where ligatures are required. Thena 
square piece of ivory is to be connected to 
the bar by means of a little piece of gold, 
which may be fastened to the ivory and 
the bar by two rivets. This piece of ivory 
passes under the grinding surfaces of the 
upper teeth, prevents the teeth from clos- 
ing, and consequently takes off all obstruc- 
tion in front; the deviated teeth must be 
drawn forward by ligatures, which must be 
renewed every two or three days. He says, 
“ the teeth are usually brought forward by 
this plan in a mouth, or five weeks.” 
Page 68. 

By the following plan, which I have 
practised for the last thirteen years, this 
effect rarely requires more than three of 
four days ; and in the very worst cases little 
more than a week; yet I am surprised to 
find that Mr. Fox's plan is the one gene- 
rally adopted.* 

fore we make attempts to correct 
irregularities in the teeth by mechanical 
means, sufficient space must be made by 
extracting one or more of the permanent 
teeth ; this is so obvious, u e slight. 
est reflection, that I should scarcely have 
thought it necessary to allude to it, had [ 
not witnessed cases where experienced 
surgeons had been for some time making 
fruitless efforts to regulate the teeth, from 
want of attending to this circumstance; 
and if they had succeeded in restoring to 
their ranks the deviated teeth, others would 
have been forced from the curved line in 
order to make room for them. 
one or more of the upper teeth, then, to 
shut within the lower. After having ex- 
tracted one or two of the permanent teeth, 
as the case may require, a wedge of gold or 
silver must be made to fit upon the lower 
incisores, varying in length from one to two 
inches, ing to the number of teeth to 
be regulated ; the wedge is easily made to 
remain steadily upon the lower teeth, by 
folding a little lint or paper, and introducing 
it into the hollow part of the wedge. The 
upper part of the wedge, which is to come in 
contact with the irregular teeth, and which 
must be so formed as to pass under their 
edges, should be elevated, so as to form an 
acute angle with the horizontal line of about 
45° or less. By this simple contrivance, 


. See my translation of Duval on the Teeth, ; 
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may be still further aided by pressure 
with the finger and-thamb, or in ne 
lected cases, with the forceps ai with 
soft wood. The patient should be seen 
daily, for the pu 
lint, ant! of observin 


which a string is and tied to the 
nightcap; but it should on no account be 
removed during mastication, until the ob- 
ject is attained, i.e., until the cutting edges 
of the superior teeth are brought fuirly over 
their lower antagonists. 

As the success of this plan has been 
uniform in all the cases 1 have undertaken, 
it will be unnecessary to detail them ; suf- 
fice it to say, that three or four days is the 
average time which it has been requisite 
ee continue the use of the wedge, and it 


ward, and the other small incisor had a direc- 
tion outward, which gave the mouth a ‘ 
unsightly appearance when contrasted w 

the rest of ber features, and prevented the 
molares from coming in contact. A cast of 
the mouth was taken, which may be ine 
spected by any medical practitioner, I 
commenced by extracting the first bicuspis 
on the right side, as the teeth seemed more 
crowded on that side; a gold wedge lined 
with lint was then appl:ed, as above directed, 
so formed that the edges of those teeth 
which were inclined inward should rest 
upon the wedge; she kept this on night and 
day for seven or eight days. 1 saw her daily, 
and assisted the operation of the wedge by 
the forceps ; but 1 have no doubt the cure 
would have been effected by the wedge 
alone, though it would have required a 


|longer time. This lady is since married. 1 


saw her a year or two and there are 
few people who have a finer or a more re+ 
gular set of teeth. 


-| success, I confidence in recom- 


mending it, consider it superior to all 
other mechanical contrivances, both on ac- 
count of the ease with which it is applied, 
and the expedition and certainty with which 
it operates. 


I shall conclude with a few remarks on 
the construction of artificial palates. 

Defects of the ossa palati are fi ly 
caused by disease, but occasionally they are 
congenital, and then they are usually com- 
bined with the hare-lipga case of which, 
I saw lastyear in a young man of about 


seldom been necessary to wear it more | twenty years of age, in whom the hare-lip 


than a week, I shall, however, select the had been neatly cured by an eminent sur- 
following case, as the patient was about! geon in this town, and the patient applied 
eighteen years of age, at which time of life | to me for a palate. When the operation for 
it is considered difficult, if not impossible, | the hare-lip is objected to, it is possible to 
to meke any material alteration in the | fill up the space in the lip by riveting a 
direction of the teeth, and, moreover, the piece of the tusk of the hi mus to the 
teeth were very irregular.* artificial palate, which would considerably 
The patient was a beautiful young lady, | hide the Jetormity, but would not be. com- 
who was sent to me by Mr. Brooke, sur-| parable to the operation itself. ; 
geon, in the year 1821. The small incisor) When a child with a defective palate 
on the left side, shut within the lower teeth ; sucks the breast, it places the nipple under 
the large incisor mext to it wrapped over | the tongue, and thus instinctively makes an 
considerably. The next large incisor went in- \ artificial palate of its tongue, which prevents 
| the milk from flowing into the noge instead 
of the pharynx. 
tial altceation tive position ot the Cou of defective palate are various, the 
thirteen or fourteen years of age ; for afterthat time openinz being sometimes not more than 
inch in diameter ; at other times it ex 
| from within a short distance of the dentes 
to the uvula, which Intteris fre- 


the tooth or teeth will be 
closed, and, at the same time, the injusious | 
contaét which would take place without the 
wedge, is effectually prevented ; the inten- 
are~too much pressed upon by the gold, | 
which may be removed with a file. The 
only objection which I can conceive to the | 
wedge is, that it might possibly come off, 
during the night and be Rowen to ob- 
viate this objection, it may be, and often, 
is, removéd in the night, and tbe patient | 
ordered not to close his mouth forcibly 
during that period ; otherwise he will eoun- 
. teract in some measure what had been 
be effected in the course of the day, and this / 
nA would protract the cure for a few days, | 
which it is desirable to accomplish 4 My friend, Mr. Bell, of London, has just 
= quickly as possible, because the wedge, | published an excellent treatise on the teeth, 
bis acting as a gag, prevents the grinders from | abounding with practical information, but 
of coming in contact, and of course mastication | in which he recommends Mr. Fox's mode, 
tle can only be imperfectly performed, which with some ingenious alterations and im- 
: renders it necessary to take only succulent | provements ; but having tried the wedge in 
By and soft substances. The wedge may, |a great number of cases with undeviati 
‘1 indeed, be kept on during the night, pro 
wy vided a hole be drilled in its side, throug] 
cal 
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HYSTERIA.—DR. CLANNY’S CASE OF 


wanting, as well as some of the 
t teeth,—thus occupying a space of se- 


veral inches, rendering articulation almost 


impracticable, and mastication and deg|luti- 
tion very imperfect. The ancient authors 
who have written upon this subject, among 
whom are Ambrose Paré, content them- 
selves with recommending a plate of silver, 
to which is attached a piece of sponge, and 
by the swelling of the sponge the plate is 
held against the aperture. ‘There are, how- 
ever, several objections to this apparatus. 
ist. It is insecure, especially if the open- 
ing be large. 2ndly. The sponge becomes 
highly offensive, and, notwithstanding the 
utmost care, it will infect the breath. S3dly. 


By pressing against the parietes of the 


CASE OF IDIOPATHIC 
NOLI ME TANGERE, 
WITH AN 


ANALYSIS OF THE BLOOD, 
By Dr. Cuawxy, of Sunderland. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


Sir,—In my last communication to you, 
I acknowledged that I was at that time much 
engaged. Vide Lancet, page 171. I ob- 
serve that several errors, either of the tran- 
t into that com- 


scriber or printer, have c 
r all, very in- 


munication, which were, 


aperture, it continually enlarges it, and thus | Significant, and might have been very 


counteracts the efforts of nature, which tend 
to close it ; for there are instances on record 
in which, in process of time, the aperture 
has become completely obliterated. For 
these reasons, especially the last, the 
Sponge ought to be discontinued. A complex 
instrament was shown me by M. Lemile of 
Paris, to whom I am indebted for much va- 
luable information. This instrument con- 
sists of a plate of platina to fit the roof of the 
mouth, to which are attached three wings 
moving upon hinges, which enter the cavity ; 
by means of a key these wings are made to 
expand, so as to press upon the internal 
parietes of the aperture, and hold the in- 
strument fast in its place ; but though this 
is an ingenious contrivance, yet if the parts 
are at all irritable, it will produce pain and 
inflammation. The following, which is 
much less complicated, seems to me better 
calculated to answer the purpose; but 
whatever machine is used, some persever- 
ance will be required before all the advan- 
tages are experienced. 

A correct mode} of the upper-jaw, includ- 
ing the teeth, is to be taken by means of 
bees-wax, softened in warm water, orrather 
in an oven, from which a cast of plaster 
of Paris is to be made ; then a thin plate 
of gold or platina should be made to 
fit close against the teeth, by stamping, in 
the manner known to dentists and jewellers, 
which is held in its place by two elastic gold 
claws, attached to two of the dentes mo- 
lares. When there is a deficiency of teeth, 
7 may easily be attached to the palate ; 

for this purpose the mineral teeth are 
by far the best, for all animal substances 
are acted upon by the saliva. 


Leeds, Jan, 25th, 1833. 


Hysrenia.— Professor Chidppa states, 
enemata of iced-water immediately dis- 
sipate the symptoms which characterise 


| readily corrected by the 


nter. I cannot 
find out any passages in that communication 
which could hot be understood, though such 
difficulty is inferred in an annotation. 

I herewith send you en account of an 
idiopathic case of noli me tangere, drawn 
up by the sister of the patient, a poor but 
very respectable person of this town, I 
use the term idiopathic, as at this moment I 
am attending a very interesting young man, 
who, being of a scrofulous habit, received a 
blow on the nose from a winch, which pro- 
duced a disease in every respect similar to 
genuine noli me tangere. In the last-men- 
tioned case, the treatment (similar to that 
adopted in the latter days of the case of Jane 
Hickson) has been most successful, In his 
case the blood, though strumous in ree 
ance, did not smell offensively, nor did it 
contain more than the usual quantity of salts. 
The reasons I give for the publication of 
the case of Jane Hickson are—first, that it 
was most inveterate; secondly, a quack 
remedy afforded ber more relief as an out- 
ward application than any other | had ever 
found to do in a multiplicity of such cases ; 
and, thirdly, that the investigations made 
on the blood may be laid before the readers 
of Tue Lancer. 

The subject of this communication is now 
in her 25th year, She is descended from 
respectable parents whom she lost many 
years ago; the father by inflammation of 
the bowels from hard work as a plumber 
and tinman, the mother from consumption 
of the lungs. Her temper is cheerful and 
contented, her habits regular. Catamenia 
have generally returned at regular periods. 

t my request her sister drew up the case, 
which T bad to interline as occasion re- 
quired, so that the reader might understand 
her meaning. By this we have the 
stamp of authenticity, if we are not pre- 
sented with classica) language. The remedy 

ribed and furnished by Mr. Cass, an 
irregular, is the nostrum to which I allude 


the hysteric paroxysm,—Annali Universali. 


above, and which is mentioned by the sis- 
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NOLI ME 
ter, Mary Hickson, in the following account 
of the progress of her sister's disease, I 

. analysis, that the lotion given 
Mr. Cass was composed as follows :— 
Sulphat. eupri Dij ; 
Aque distillate ; solve. 
After the above application, the following 
liniment was oo 
Cerati cetacei 5ij ; 
Hydrarg. gr. xv; 
Plumbi sesqui-orydi gr. v 5 
Olei lavendule gut. ij. M. Ft. lini- 
mentum. 

These applications were used twice a 
day, and for a time were of essential ser- 
vice; at the same time I find from my 
notes that she used the following powders 
twice or thrice a day. 

Kk carbonat. gr. v; 

Rhei pulv. gr. x; ft. pulvis. 

The acid drops, which are mentioned 
afterwards, were composed of sulphate of 
quinine and diluted sulphuric acid. 1 can- 
not say much in their favour. They were 
used to avert symptoms of phthisis pulmo- 
nalis, and extreme debility of the stomach 
kept pace with these sym Ss. 

bestowed much last upon 
the analysis of the blood of this patient, as 
l acknowledge that 1 expected some pecu- 
liarity in its constituents. 

Her sister was apprised of the immense 
quantity of neutral salts contained in this 
blood, when I made the first analysis thereof. 
In the same month I made my analysis of 
the blood of Lawrence Bonner, as stated in 
Tus Lancer for the 3rd of November last. 
I received the blood in vacuo, and removed 


the carbonic acid gas, in the exhausted re- 
ceiver of the air-pump, through lime-water, 


which | prefer to baryt water. 1 found that | 
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the flask with its contents, and found that 
this blood lost 21 grains per thousand. ‘The 
following were the results of the analysis of 
this blood :— 
Water 
Albumen dried at 160° .... 115 
Colouring matter .......... 52 
Free Carbon 
Fibrine pressed and dried .. 
Salts extractive........ 


I need not trouble the reader with further 
details, as the particulars are pretty accu 
rately narrated, and the results of several 
analyses performed since that just detailed, 
will be readily understood by the intelli- 
er he has read the following 


gent reader, 
narrative of the 


Case of Jane Hickson. 


* Sir,—The following is an account of 
the illness of Jane Hickson. In the year 
1826 she was seized with a violent trouble 
in her bead and an inflammation in her eyes, 
so that she quite lost her sight for near ten 
weeks ; during that time she had six blisters 
in succession on the back part of her neck 
— of them was kept open for about fifteen 

ays) ; and one behind each ear. She had 
58 leeches on her temples and her neck. 
She was three times bled. During this 
time she had calomel and other opening me- 
dicine. ‘The trouble then left her head 
and eyes, and went to her stomach, and a 
violent sickness which continued for four 
days. She had a blister on her stomach, 
and medicine would not give her any ease 
till you ordered her to get Henry’s mag- 
nesia and Bodle-well water, which gave 
her immediate relief. 


eighteen ounces of this blood contained a| “After the sickness left her she had great 


cubie inch of that gas. This being done, 1 | 


admitted atmospheric air into the flask, shut 
the stop-cock, weighed the flask with its 
contents, and noted the weight. I now 
agitated the blood in the flask, very briskly 
for some time; 1 then carefully extracted 
the air from the flask, by the air-pump, 
after which the stop-cock was secured, and 
1 again agitated the blood in the vacuum. 

After this 1 admitted atmospheric air, 
and agitated the blood in it as before. I 
again withdrew the air from the flask, 
agitated the blood in the vacuum, then ad- 
mitted atmospheric air and agitated. I 
continued this process till! I was satisfied 
that I could effect no other change thereby. 
in conclusion, 1 admitted atmospheric air 
freely, shut the stop-cock,* and weighed 


* I have attached two small chisel-formed pieces 
of iron to the lower end of the serew stop-cock, 


lobserved a small red spot 


which project about two inches into the flask con- 
taining the blood. 


thirst, for which she was ordered to drink 
ginger-beer. After she had it to drink, we 
on her cheek, 
which remained, and the year following it 
broke out in her nose and face, for which 
you ordered blisters on the back pa:t of her 
neck, One of them was kept open for three 
months. She was five times bled, till she 
had about 70 ounces of blood taken from 
her. She had an issve set in the back part 
of her neck, but it would never run, for 
from having so many blisters on her neck it 
b quite callous ; besides this she had 
calomel pills, then pills of the preparation 
of quinine ; after that she had powders of 
the preparation of iron, She had Lignum's 
drops and milk, but they did her no good ; 
then she had shower-baths every other 
morning, from which she found great relief. 
From August 1828, till May 1829, she took 
nothing. Then she began with sarsaparilla, 
and continued it for six months, found 


| 1000 

it 

ts. 

of 

it 

ck 

er 

de 

ors. 

ow 

om 

ny 

of 

er 

on 

nd 

Lia 

ds. 

. 

re- 

nd 

he 

re- 

dy 

aa 

de 


INSULT TO ASSISTANT-SURGEONS. 


The nose is healed up, and though it is 


great relief from if; then in Jantiary 1831, 
nearly wasted, and has been so for some 


you from home, we got Mr. Cass, who 
ordered 


ointment for her face. 


ta bottle of liquid, and & box of | years, yet her general appearance (from 
She used it for| good eyes and expressive countenance 
may almost be considered as 


handsome. 


twelve mouths; we thought it did ber a b e 
remain, Sir, your obedient humble servant, 


deal of go.d at first, but it lost its effect. 
June, the past year, 185%, the trouble 
came on in her bead and eyes. She applied 


Wa. Resp 


Sunderland, Jan. 8th, 1833, 


to her to be bled, and 
you analyzed the blood, and it contained, as 
you reported, double the quantity of salts 
that any person's else does. She is not in 
the habit of taking salt with her food. 
She had a bolus and draught, and she 
had some opening pills, and a blister 
Between her shoulders, and one behind her 
ear; then she had leeches on ber neck, and 
another blister between het shoulders, 


NSULT OFFERED aT GREENWICH nOsPITaL 
ASSISTANT-SURGEONS OF 
THE NAVY. 


Tur following ad. 


whith discharged a very great quantity of} 5 i to us by an old and highly - 


water; then she had a draught; then an- 
other »olus and draught. The complaint 


able surgeon residing at Blackheath, accom- 


to séttle, but she still continues to| panied by expressions, most justly due, of 


take the 
greatly 
“ In August of 1832, the inflamma- 


eved, 


ing pills, and all symptoms are | the highest indignation at the facts whith 
it contains :— 


Sin,—The surgeons and assistant-eur- 


tion returned in her eyes again; she was ue ¢ Gora owe yous large 
db e 


bled again; the 
better than it was before, for it did not 


was a great deal|debt of gratit 
triumphant efforts in their cause, and | 


for your poweriul and 


contain near, a8 I was told, so much of the | confidently hope you will give insertion te 


Salts os it did the last time she was bled, | this letter, that 
be acquainted with another gross ingalt that 


has been offered to the medical officers of 
the navy; and that those young men who 


but her eye-sight was still very bad. She 
had flour-of-linseed poultices on them, but 
they did her very little good ; then she had 


medical profes:ion may 


a blister between ber shoulders; then she | expend their patrimonies to acquire a know- 


was bled again. The blood was a very 
great deal better; then she had leeches on, 


iT of medicine, with a view to entering 
the navy, may know the extent of the de- 


above each eye, from which sbe found | gradations to which po have to submit, 


great relief, bat she could never sleep any,| from those who are 


ed their ‘* supe+ 


till you ordered her to take the tincture of | riors” in this service. 


ium. She had another blister between 
her shoulders, from which she found great 
which she took two tablespoonfuls three 
times a day. She was bled again; the 
blood was not quite so good as it was the 


A library has just been, or rather is 
about to be, established in Greenwich Hos- 


had a bottle of bitters, of| pital, to be supported by the annual contri- 


bution of one day’s pay from each officer, 
including all those w call themselves 
** military men,” from the governor to the 


time before; then she had a bottle of sour | junior lieutenant, with the physician and 


drops, of which she took 15 drops three times 
a day, and a draught to take every night to 
cause her to rest. She still remaining very 
ill, she was bled again, and the blood was 
bad, and it had a very bad smell. She 

a bottle of bitters, of which she took 

one tablespoonful three times a day, und 
she found great relief from it, and still 
continues to take it. She is quite well at 
Mary Hicxsow. 


present. 
“ January 7th, 1833,” 
"At this moment the right eye is perfect 


surgeon; and in the civil department, from 
the secretary and his clerk, down to the 
butler and the brewer, including the teacher 
of “ Reading Made Easy” in the lower school 
of the asylum. The profession will be as- 
tonished to learn, in connexion with this 
fact, that the assistant-surgeons of the hos- 
pital, gentlemen who have served during a 
very considerable portion of the last war, 
and shown themselves men of reputation 
and attainments, are ercluded from becoming 
members of this nascent library,and are thought 
unworthy of sitting and reading in the 


in every respect, but the left eye, though 
it appeurs sound, is of very little service | 
to ber, from a dimness of sight, which must 
have urisen from injury to the optic nerve, 
during her Jast and very severe attack. 


same room with the ‘‘ military men” of 
Greenwich Hospital, several of which latter 
class, bred in the cockpit, end schooled un- 
der the boatswain on the forecastle, can 


ja speak for write like gentlemen ! 


= 
| 


M: RICORD ON SYPHILIS IN FEMALES. 


Whéh, at & meeting, which the governor, 
Sir R. Keats, convened in the council room, 
to establish this library on some foundation, 
the names of the assistant-surgeons who had 
subscribed,gs members, were ordered to be 
erased, Sir Richard Dobson, the surgeon, 
remonstrated with becoming spirit, but was 
told that a line must be drawn, and that as 
the assistant-surgeons were not wardroom 
officers, they must be excluded, as if this 
circumstance were not of itself a sufficient 
degradation. Is atiy one of the following 
subscribers — the secretary's clerk, the but- 
ler, the brewer, and the teacher of Reading 
Made Easy—a wardroom officer ? 


It is to be hoped, Sir—av, expected, 
the profession, and the medical poral A 
the navy in particular—that the physician 
and surgeon of the hospital will withdraw 
their names from the support of this li- 
brary, until the stigma which has been 
passed on their junior brethren, but aimed 
equally at themselves, is removed. The 
cobdenes on whom the blow has fallen 
are of the sime profession, and as well edu- 
cated as themselves. ‘They have all once 
served in the same rank. 


I must, however, in candour to the 
“ wnilitary men” of Greenwich Hospital, ad- 
mit, that they have not always excluded the 
assistant-surgeons from their community ; | 
for a few mouths ago, when wishing to pay 
a lasting mark of respect to the Governor, 
they set on foot a subscription amongst 
the Officers, military and civil, be the 
pe ey of procuring a bust of him, 

ch, though executed by Chantrey, has 
been placed, with the truly classic taste of 
British tars, in one of the kitchens! On 
this occasion, I am informed they extended 
the right-hand of fellowship to the assistant- 

4 . ‘The thing was done by an equal 
subscription, and the assistant-surgeon who 
is now thought unworthy to subscribe to, 
or read, the same book as a lieutenant or 
a brewer, bad then the distinguished honour 
Helge 1 have been told nune thought it 

dent té decline) of contributing an equal 


sum with @ captain or a rear 
Blackheath, Jan. 12, 1833, 


Nocrenyat Esusstoxs or Semen, anv 
Levcorruaa.—Professor Bang of Copen- 
hagen, strongly recommends for the cure 
of this affection, the muriated tincture of 
trén. Dr. Cless states, that be has em- 
ployed the cubebs With advantage, for 
the relief of that discharge. Fle states also, 
that he cnres almost all the cases of leu- 
corrhera that occar in his hospital at Stut- 


On the Employment of the Speculum in Fe- 
males affected with Venereal Diseases, and 
6n some Therapeutic Methods suitable to the 
various Forms of these Affections. By M. 
P. Ricorn, Surgeon to the Hopital des 
Vénériens, Paris.* 

Tus memoir is one of the most important 
contributions to the art of accurate diagnosis 
that has been published for several years, 
What is of still greater consequence, is, that 
it tends equally to the amelioration of the 
treatment of disease, and supplies a medical 
police with a potent auxiliary towards the 
eradication of a pernicious contagion, The 
lengthened analysis of the essay which we 
proceed to lay before our readers, will con- 
vince them of the justice of this eulogy, 
and will secure to M. Riecord the rank he 
deserves to hold in the estimation of British 
practitioners. 

The Hopital des Vénériens is an establish- 
ment capable ‘of receiving, and indeed ac- 
tually containing, several hundred patients, 
comprising adults of both sexes, and new- 
born children affected with a syphilitic 
taint. In the wards of this splendid hos- 


pital, the student finds examples of every 


variety of venereal disease. The treatment 
is conducted on the most enlightened princi- 
ples, and its details and effects are explained 
at the bedside, with a zeal, perspicuity, and 
interest for the instruction of the pupil, un- 
equalled in any other hospital in Paris, 
with the exception perhaps of that of St. 
Louis, where M. Alibert is entitled to the 
warmest encomiums, for the same inva- 
luable demeanour. Accordingly, we find M. 
Ricord’s visits attended by almost every 
foreign student in the French capital, es- 
pecially by the British, who find in the 
Hopital des Vénériens an instructive though 
mortifying contrast to the state of the few 
establishments in London, where they are 
permitted to commit the professional sin of 
stealing a glance at the diseases of the ge- 
nital organs, and permitted the wholesome 
exercise of hunting the surgeon in his 
morning canters through the hospital race- 
course 
M. 


Ricord commences his memoir by 


Médecine de 
Januery, 
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588 M. RICORD ON A NEW MODE OF DIAGNOSIS IN, 


stating it as the result of his experience, | 
that of every 100 females admitted into the 
Hopital des Vénériens, 60 at least are | 
affected with acute or chronic venereal va- 


ginal discharges, and of these the majority Solutely unknown. 


are only sent to the hospital from the police 
dispensaries when labouring under other 
symptoms, whether primary or secondary. 
On admission they state that for several 
years they have been affected with obstinate 
leucorrhea, which has resisted an in- 
finity of remedies in the general hospitals, 
from which they have been discharged 
with a reputed ‘ intractable leucorrhea.” 
M. Ricord then alludes to the various 
motives which induce the public women on 
the books of the police to neglect and con- 
ceal their maladies, and to practise strata- 
gems without number, in order to accelerate 
their discharge from an hospital, which they 
regard rather as a prison than a benevolent 
asylum. The patients in the “ civil wards,” 
on the other hand, operated on by very con- 
trary motives, as evidently desire to pro- 
long their stay, and to exaggerate every 
symptom, however trifling. In the midst 
of such difficulties, minute examinations of 
the genital organs could alone prevent dis- 
missals fraught with public danger, and de- 
feat the frauds of malingerers, anxious to 
find a domicile at the public cost. Soon 
after his appointment to the hospital, ‘he 
found that the ordinary mode of inspection 
was altogether inadequate, that it permitted 
only the examination of the external parts, 
leaving two-thirds of the vagina and the 
neck of the uterus completely unexplored. 
He then determined on not permitting the 
discharge of a single patient, without in- 
spection by means of the speculum. The 
facts he has thus been enabled-to ascertain, 
are such as to prove, beyond dispute, that 
without this mode of exploration the diagno- 
sis of female venereal diseases is perfectly 
impossible. He thus explains, moreover, the 
frequent communication of disease by fe- 
males reputed to be free from infection. 
Lastly, the frequency of unsuspected blen- 
norhagia, blennorrhea, ulceration, and ve- 
getations of the neck of the uterus and pos- 
terior part of the vagina, was thus made a 
matter of demonstration. In the memoir 


before us, M. Ricord avails himself of the 
information he has thus acquired, in order 


to explain some points in the history of 
these affections, to which sufficient atten- 
tion bad not previously been directed, or 
which, up to the present time, were ab- 

The first important fact on which M. 
Ricord dwells, is the great frequency of 
urethral blennorrhagia, an affection the exist- 
ence of which was even denied by Swediaur, 
and accounted very rare, too, by other mo- 
dern writers. Of 200 cases of vaginal 
discharge, eight out of every twelve had the 
urethra affected. In some, the urethritis, 
even, was the predominant affection. Inthe 
majority, however, the vagina was the part 
principally engaged. In two cases only, 
the urethra was exclusively the seat of the 
discharge. It was often difficult to detect, 
at first sight, the urethral affection, on ac- 
count of the oblique position of the canal 
favouring the removal of any purulent ac- 
cumulation; from the shortness of the 
canal also, and the frequency with which it 
was washed clean by the urine. However, 
by introducing the fingers into the vagina, 
and compressing the urethra from behind 
forwards against the arch of the pubis, pus 
was in all the cases exuded from its orifice. 
In every case of urethral discharge, the wo- 
man stated that the disease depended on 
infection. Not one attributed it to leucor- 
rhea, We are, consequently, thus afforded 
anew and valuable test in enabling us to 
establish the dizgnosis between venereal 
diseases and mere discharges from the va- 
gina, dependent on local or general de- 
rangements of the female herself. More- 
over, M. Ricord has, in several instances, 
noticed the coincidence of acute buboes and 
urethro-vaginal blennorrhagia, but he has 


buboes to correspond with vaginal dis- 
charges alone. 

M. Ricord then proceeds, in a series of 
numerical propositions, to describe the state 
of the vagina, as indicated by the speculum 
in acute affections. In these he found, 


1. The mucous membrane merely redder 
than ape in its entire extent. 

2. In some cases this redness, accompa- 
nied by considerable heat, tenderness, and 
tumefaction, resembled the state described 
by Fabre, under the name of “ erysipelatous 
gonorrhea.” It occasionally terminated in 
resolution, without producing any secretion ; 


never, even in a solitary case, observed the - 
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ity of cases, it was but the described Brugnone, the disease 
of the di 


first stage scharge. 


3. In several women there existed 


peared to be exclusively uterine. 
12, From the observation of over 100 


jected patches of different sizes, of marked cases, 1 have found that the uterine dis- 
and limited redness, while the rest of the charge may be distinguished from the vagi- 


vagina was of its natural pale rosy colour. 
4. In some the i mucous mem- 

brane presented a crowd of reddish papule, 

in other cases it was merely stained in 


spots. 

5. These different states coincided with 
vaginal secretions of various kinds, some 
transparent and mucous, others serous and 
brownish, others, in fine, lent. 

6. In some of those in whom the dis- 
charge was brownish, it ‘occasionally be- 
came sanguinolent, but there were always 
erosions of the epithelium. However, in 
the generality of cases, these erosions in- 
duced a purulent secretion. 

7. In a patient of marked !ymphatic tem- 
perament, we found, dur-ng an acute vagi- 
nitis, the vagina lined with fleshy promi- 
nences, like the luxuriant granulations de- 
veloped in scrofulous wounds. She labour- 
ed under a profuse purulent discharge. We 
have met an inferior degree of this state in 
several patients also affected with purulent 
discharges. 

8. Three patients, with recent purulent 
discharges, admitted as cases of blennor- 


rhagia, had ulcerations of the vagina from 
three to five lines in diameter, of a funnel 
shape, with sharp edges and greyish cavity. 


There existed nothing at the external geni- 
tal parts. 

9, The different lesions thus pointed out 
in the vagina, have also been met with in| 
the neck of the uterus, which, in a great 
ee oom, seemed to be the only part 

ected. Sometimes the embracing part of 

vagina was also inflamed to such an ex- 
tent, that, on examining the parts with the 
open speculum, they afforded a striking re- 
semblance to a glans penis, and its prepuce 
affected with balanitis. 

10. With the inflammation of the mucous 
membrane, we have frequently bad the neck 
of the uterus hypertrophied. In some cir- 
cumstances the body of the uterus seemed to 
be slightly swollen. The secretions of the 
neck of the uterus are identical with those 
of the vagina, 

11. In many patients presenting, on ad- 
mission, puriform matter at the entrance of 
the vulva, without any symptoms of inflam- 


mation of the internal ital - 
tients, moreover, who 2 dis. 
ch from a few days—the vagina was 
fount healthy in its entire extent, while 
the neck of the uterus, swollen and red 
all round its orifice, allowed an abun- 
dance of puriform mucus to escape there- 
from, or from the -interior of the uterus 
itself, In these cases, as has been already 


nal, by its thick, glairy, and albuminous con- 
sistence. 

13. In the acute state, [ have found on 
the neck of the uterus, ulceration in nineteen 
cases out of twenty occupying the orifice, 
and once the circumference of the neck, 
more or less close to the cul de sac, where 
the vagina surrounds the neck of the uterus. 
Of six examples of this, four were on the 
anterior, two on the posterior surface. It 
may be supposed, indeed, that if these ulce- 
rations are the effect, as 1 believe, of direct 
infection, they should be more readily pro- 
duced on the anterior than the posterior 
face of the vagina, since the public women 
generally use (during coition) an attitude 
which causes the posterior surface of the 
neck of the uterus to be directed up- 
wards, while the anterior surface, placed 
on a lower level, comes into immediate 
contact with the penis. The penis itself, 
also, as M. Lisfrane has observed, tends to 
produce this situation of the female parts. 

14. The ulcerations, so frequently found 
on the neck of the womb, are in the propor- 
tion of 18 to 20 of the elevated kind. Some- 
times they are like fleshy granulations, or 
mucous tubercles ; at other times groups of 
granulations ; lastly, true pustules, with a 
white pultaceous summit. In some there 
were erosions of the membrane, like 
those of the vagina. In six cases the ulce- 
rations presented every character of the true 
syphilitic chancre. lt is again necessary 
to recollect, that in all these cases there 
were no external symptoms, or any com- 
plaints which could create suspicion of the 
existence of the internal affection. 

M. Ricord then proceeds to the chronic 
state, respecting which he states as fol- 
lows :— 

1. It is extremely remarkable, that in the 
vaginal blennorrhagia the posterior part of 
the vagina is more dise than the ante- 
rior, The contrary is generally the case in 
the acute state. 

2. In some patients the pale veginal mu- 
cous membrane furnishes a lactiform secre- 
tion, which stains the linen white. In 
others this secretion is caseous, especially 
when in contact with the air, or about to 
dry up. About the neck of the uterus it 
resembles considerably the sebaceous se- 
cretion between the glans and prepuce in 
the male. This secretion may be referred 
to leucorr 

3. The vaginal mucous membrane also 
exudes a serous fluid, also staining white 
linen, sometimes with a brownish tint. 
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4. Most ly, however, in the cases 


of blennorrhea, the secretions were purulent, | ing 


yellow, or greenish. In this state the mu- 
cous membrane was sometimes pale, and 
even, in other cases, thickened at particular | 
points, as if deprived of its epithelium ; often 
velvety and reddish, as if softened and some- 
what resembling the conjunctiva in chronic 
ophthalmia, or erosion of the eyelids. This 
eondition was ially remarkable in one 
patient in whom every time that a pledget 
of charpie was drawn, even with the utmost 

tleness, across the neck of the uterus, in 
order to wipe off the mucous secretion, 
bleeding took place, although there was not | 
the least ulceration. This patient had, at 
the same time, a purulent secretion from the 
be ig and a copious uterine catarrh. 

. In by rye there were hes in the 

ior deepest part of the vagi 

redder than the of the | 
membrane, bleeding rendily, and affording 
a purulent secretion. These patches were 
agenesty ulcerated. Before I examined 
this patient with the speculum, I thought | 
she laboured under a slight 


6. Along with the blennorrhagia, we have 
vegotai ions, granular and pediculated, 
true cauliflower excrescences, in the entire 
extent of the vagina, and on every point of 
the vagio al portion of the uterus. Some- 
times the vagina alone, at other times the 
neck of the uterus, was exclusively affected. 
In Some patients no external symptoms an- 
nounced the existence of these vegetations. 
A discharge, more or less puriform, was the 
only external affection. In one of these 
patients there existed at the base of a vege- 
tation seated two inches bebind the carun- 
cule myrtiformes, a deep ulceration, with 
excavated edges, but elongated and irregu- 
lar, seemingly the result of a laceration—in 
@ mechanical chancre. 

_ 7. In the chronic state, and m the majo- 
rity of cases, we have found uterine catarrh. 
The discharge was sometimes mucous, and 
sometimes like white of eggs. Here, ge- 
nerally, the mucous membrane of the neck 
was pale, and free from swelling at the os 
tince. Occasionally the discharge was 
opaline, and in these cases the neck was 
red, or the orifice of the womb slightly 
ulcerated. At other times, again, the dis- 
charge was purulent, and then the neck was 
often red, hypertrophied. There were 
erosions about the orifice, or else true ulcer- 
ations, whether deep or superficial, such as 
those already described. 

8. In a patient who had bad several 
children, and in whom the neck of the uterus 
was very much developed, and had a very 
wide orifice, nothing was seen externally, 
but on separating the lips of the os tince, 


ing into the interior of the neck. 

9. All these different ulcerations seer 
to me to be the most common source 
those obstinate discharge which the delu- 
sive term of leucorrhea does not deprive of 
their contagious properties. 

10. Lastly, in some females the di 
of purulent mucus from the os uteri, is 
only appreciable symptom. 

In two dissections, M. Ricord found an 
infundibuliform rounded ulceration, an inch 
and a half behind the caruncula myrtifor- 
mes, in one case ; in the second, two ulcers 
of the same description, and totally dif- 
ferent from cancer or scirrhus ; one on the 
anterior lip of the os tince, thie other within 
its cavity. Relative to the contagious pro- 
perties of these different lesions, he relates 
some very conclusive facts, the most strik- 
ing of which was the case of a student of 
the hospital who had connexion with a girl 
discharged from the house the same day, 
apparently perfectly free from all disease, 
and in whom an ulcerated point, the size of 
a pin’s head, on the orifice of the os uteri, 
was on the very verge of complete cicatri- 
sation. The student contracted a chancre 
and bubo from the rupture of this little 
ulcer during coition. This fact is decisive 
with respect to the neck of the uterus. As 
to the discharges emanating from the os 
uteri, additional facts leave no doubt of their 
being capable of inducing virulent ganor- 
rheea in the male. . 

Passing over the resumé which M. Ricord 
offers of the conclusions derivable from the 
preceding facts, we reach his important 
observations on the treatment of these af- 
fections. Here the author's evidence is 
especially trust-worthy, us we firmly believe 
that there does not exist a practitioner more 
thoroughly observant of facts, more rigo- 
rously cautious in the deductions they 
afford, and more completely free from the 
prejudices either of custom or of innoya- 
tion. 

In the acute stage, in all symptoms and 
in all varieties of causes, antiphlogistics 
have been used with great success. Bleeding 
from the arm bas been found especially 
useful. Indeed, according to MM. Ricord 
and Lisfranc, this mode of taking away 
blood, is, in all maladies of the pelvis, pre- 
ferable to leechiug. However, when leeches 
are indicated, some precautions are neces- 


by means of the open speculum, ulcerations 
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sary in their application. In affections of 
the vulva, vagina, and uterus, they should 
be placed above the fallopian liguments ; 
in those of the anus and rectum, on the sa- 
cral region. The ulceration of the leech- 
bites, often occasioned by the contact of the 
virulent and contagious local secretions, is| 
thus completely avoided. 
mended warmly, but they must be general, 
not confined to the pelvis, as this is found 
to augment local congestion. Emollient in- 
jections into the vagina often do mischief by 
the introduction of the pipe of the syringe ; 
M. Ricord therefore employs in preference 
the application of charpie, steeped in emol- 
lient decoctions, to the entrance of the vulva, 
care being taken to renew the charpie fre- 
quently, as the heat of the parts ofien turns | 
the vegetable decoctions sour, and makes’ 
them irritating. When the acute stage is. 
over, the speculum is to be introduced in! 


Srd Variety. Ulcerations of the Vagina or 
Uterus. 


Acet. of lead pledget often sufficient. If 
there exist swelling of subjacent tissue,— 
small bleedings ; if indolent ulcers, caute- 
risation with acid nitrate of mercury in 
solution, and subsequent application of 
pledget of acet. of lead. 

In cauterizing the ulcers, care must be 
taken to wipe off, previously, the mucus with 
which they are covered, otherwise the mu- 
cus is only coagulated, and no good effected. 
Of 60 cases of ulceration of the neck of the 
uterus thus cauterized, not one experienced 
any bad effect. They are repeated every 
six or eight days, omittiog always the 
menstrual period. A cure was always 
obtained in less than ten applications. In 
five cases of purulent discharge dependent 
on ulcerations within the uterus, the diluted 
nitrate of mercury was thrown into this 
organ. Three of the patients were cured ; 


order to guide us in our ulterior indications | two, only relieved. No further accident 
of treatment. than a sensation of lumbar pain and bypo- 
_ ‘The speculum employed is of two sorts, | gastric heat was experienced in any of these 
the speculum plein, and the specuium brisc., cases, and these symptoms were relieved 


When using the speculum brisé, it must be | 
borne in mind, that its mechanical pressure | 
gives the neck of the uterus an apparent 
énlargement, with which we must not be 
deceived. 


The following is a synopsis of the local 
means which M. Ricord has employed in 
the vast majority of the most obstinate 
cases, with entire and speedy success. 


1st Variety. Simple Vaginal Discharge. 

Treatment. — Introduction of a large 
pledget of charpie steeped in a concentrated 
solution of the acetate of lead ; allowed to 
remain 24 hours in mild cases; replaced 
twice, daily, in severer cases.— Effect. Cure 
in fifteen days without any other remedy, 
except rest and restricted diet. 


@ad Variety. Mucous 


Treatment.—J 


duction of a pledget of 
charpie steeped in a mixture of twelve parts 
water and one of the acid nitrate of mercury, | 
allowed to remain from ten minutes to an 
hour, according to circumstances; to be 


then replaced by the pledget steeped in sol. 


acet. of lead as hefore. Care must be taken 
not to leave the mercurial pledget too long! 
in the vagina, lest it should produce too 
great irritation. 


by the hip-bath. ‘the injections were 
practised at an interval of eight days, and 
were not repeated more than five times. 
To administer them, a double syringe was 
used, so constructed as to contain the caus- 
tic solution in one tube, and water in the 
other, and to permit the expulsion or wash- 
ing out of the former by the water from the 
uterine cavity after it had remained a suit- 
able time. 

Our analysis of this admirable essay is 
thus concluded. We shall, however, recur 
repeatedly to the wards of the Hopital des 
Vénériens, for the solution of many patho- 
logical and practical difficulties respecting 
syphilitic diseases. An early number shall 
contain some facts there collected relative 
to the value of the mercurial and non- 
specific methods in the treatment of syphilis. 


The Elements of Anatomy. By Joxes Quatx, 
M.B., Prof. of Anat. and Phys. in the 
Univ. of Lond. Second Edition. London. 
John Taylor. 8vo. pp. 807. 

Amowxo the many anatomical works with 

which British medical literature abounds at 

the present day, the ‘* Elements” of Dr. 

Quain alone contains aa ample and judicious 
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combination of general, descriptive, and sur- 
gical anatomy. This has contributed to ren- 
der his book a favourite with students. The 
descriptive portion of the volume is not 
so prolix as to create distaste in the begin- 
ner, and yet it affords abundant information 
which may be studied even by the most 
advanced members of the profession, while 
the arrangement of the subject leads the 
student from the smooth to the rough paths 
of the art, in a manner which is at once 
pleasing and profitable. Of a volume so 
bulky and extended, it is obvious that we 
camuot treat critically ; we must, therefore, 
content ourselves with a general commen- 
dation of the work, which the public voice 
has in some measure already justified, by 
calling, at a very early period, for a second 
impression. We may observe that Dr. 
Quain has made this a ‘‘ new” edition, de 
facto. He has not passed the interval that 
has elapsed between the disappearance of 
the old and the appearance of the new, 
volumes in idleness. The reader will, in 
consequence, find much new and interest- 
ing matter relative to anomalies, the suc- 
cessions of formation, and several other 
points of anatomy and physiology, to which 
the attention of writers has been but re- 
cently directed. 


STATISTICAL RESEARCHES RELATIVE TO THE 
PROGRESS OF THE MALIGNANT CHOLERA 
IN PARIS. 


Severac important pamphlets have lately 
issued from the press of Paris relative to 
the statistical events of the recent epidemic. 
They contain abundant materials to guide 
the future historian of the disease. As yet, 
however, these publications only relate to 
particular localities of the capital ; but even 
on this restricted scale they contain facts 
too numerous and interesting to permit us 
to lay them aside, in expectation of the more 
comprehensive work which the French 
government is preparing to publish. Be- 
sides, so many accidents ever and anon in- 
terfere with official intentions and promises,* 


other distressing misadventores which 
have lately agitated France, and interfered with 
the execation of French government intentions, may 
be tioned the fi of the die for the cholera 
medal, which took place last week at the very first 
stroke of the balancer, 


that we may perhaps live to the Greek ca- 
lends before we are afforded the opportunity 
of cutting open the leaves of the intended 
memoir. 

The first of the detached essays before us 
is a ‘* History of the Cholera in the Quarter 
of the Luxembourgh,” by M. Bovray, 
President of the Sanitary Commission cf 
the district, from which we cull the follow- 
ing numerical statements :— 

The population of the quarter amounts to 
20,862 inhabitants,—10,436 men, 10,4%6 
women,—of whom there are 7,532 paupers. 

The number of deaths by cholera during 
the first epidemic (up to the 13th May) were 
406, of whom 176 were males, 230 females, 
The mortality was consequently a fourth 
greater among the women. . 

The number of spacious streets is 51, 
population 12,404, deaths 171, or 1 in 724. 

The number of close and dirty streets 16, 
population 8458, deaths 235, or 1 in 36 
more than double the mortality in the well- 
ventilated situations. A further proof of 
the occurrence of this event is to be found 
in the following facts :— 

In the barrack of the municipal guard, 
Rue de Tournou, the mortality was 1 in 
144; in that of the dragoons, Rue de Vau- 
girard, 1 in 122; and 1 in 263 in the quar- 
ters of the sappers and miners in the filthy 
street of Le Vieux Colombier. 

The population of the quarter, again, con- 
sisted of two great classes, viz., 13,330 above 
want, and 7532 in a state of indigence. In 
the former there were 152 deaths, or 1 in 
873. In the latter 254, that is 1 in 29g. The 
poor therefore suffered more, in the ration 
of 3 to 1. 

The second memoir is by M. Tacnenoy, 
and extends to the entire of the 11th aron- 
dissement, containing a population of 
50,636 persons, of whom, during the months 
of April, May, June, July, and August, 
the cholera swept away 1200 persons. 
Among the males (25,012) there were 504 
deaths ; of the females (25,624) the mor- 
tality was 643. Of the different ages of the 
victims the mortality was least between 15 
and 20, and from this increases up to 80 
years, 

It isa remarkable fact, that instead of the 
diminution of mortality from other diseases, 
pretended to occur during the prevalence of 


cholera, the precisely contrary fact is proved 


= uw a 


to have been the case in Paris. Thus, in 
ordinary years, the deaths in the month of 
April amount in Paris to from 1400 to 1500 
persons. In 1832, independently of cho- 
Tera, the mortality from other diseases 
reached the cipher of 3400. It should be 
remembered, too, that there was no shifting 
the blame of deceases from cholera to con- 
sumption, inflammation of the bowels, &c., 
&e., in Paris, as in London. It was, on the 
contrary, thought rather a creditable thing. 
It partook of martyrdom. It procured the 
insertion of the name of the deceased in the 
morning papers. Ja fact it was the fashion 
to die of cholera, like the rest of your ac- 
quaintances. 
The last of these documents which we 
have at present to notice, is the ‘‘Compte 
Rendu ” of the labours of the Sanitary Com- 
mission of the quarter of the Hétel Dieu. 
This isa most important contribution to the 
statistics of the epidemic. It is so per- 
fectly drawn up, indeed, as to preclude the 
possibility of analysis. The quarter of the 
Hotel de Ville was one of those which suf- 
fered most severely. In one house in the 
Rue Mortellerie, there were as many as 50 
eases. The whole district is, however, re- 
markable for its filth, and the crowded state 
of its miserable population. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, February 2, 1833, 


Tue awful consequences of permitting 
the Anatomy Act to remain in its present 
imperfect state, may be anticipated from one 
of the events of the preceding week. A crea- 
ture named ‘‘ Edwards,”’ having died in the 
garb of a female, in the neighbourhood of 
the Cobourg Theatre, the body was taken 
by the beadle of the parish to the dissect- 
ing-room attached to Guy’s Hospital, where, 
just as the scalpel was about to be thrust into 
the integuments, it was discovered that it 
was a male subject, although the certificate 
which had been placed in the hands of the 
beadle stated that it was “the body of a 
female!’ The evidence at the coroner's 


inquest having proved, beyond all dispute, 
that the feminine garb had been assumed, 
and worn for years, for the worst of pur- 
poses, it is with the greatest possible re- 
luctance that we make any, the most dis- 
tant, allusion, to an affair which throws a 
stain upon the whole character of buman 
nature. But taking it in connexion with 
tle operation of the Anatomy Act, it can- 
not be entirely passed by in silence. The 
law requires, that when a body is taken to 
an anatomist for dissection, there shall be 
delivered with it a certificate from a medi- 
cal man, or other party, stating the disease 
of which the person is presumed to have 
died, with the name and address of the de- 
ceased. Then, as a further security (what 
nonsense!), an Inspector of Anatomy is 
appointed, to whom the certificate is to 
be sent; and, further, this officer, as a 
part of his duty, is required to see that the 
statements in the certificate, the entries in 
the anatomist’s book of registration, and the 
external characteristics of the body, corre- 
spond inall their main points. And this is 
the barrier of protection which the legisla- 
ture has erected, to secure the public 
against the murder of the living, for the 
profitable sale of the body! 

In discussing the anatomy question, we 

always directed our attention to the two 

great views comprehended, first, in the se- 

curity of the community, and secondly, in 
the adequate cultivation of the science of 
anatomy. We never doubted that bodies 
might be obtained under the present Act ; but 
we always questioned whether the source of 
the supply would be invariably unobjec- 

tionable. We insisted that the mere pro- 

duction of a ticket could be no protection. 

We explained the motives that would be iu 

operation to dictate the giving of false cer- 

tificates, and we further attempted to prove 

that, under such a law, twenty inspectors 

of anatomy could not be sufficient to guard 

the public against resurrectionists and 

burkites, 


No, 492. 
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Let as for one moment refer to the circum.’ 
stances thet bave just transpired. A person 
dies. Thotadividusl hoving long worn female | 
attire, suffered the hair to grow upwards of | 
two feet in length, dressed that hair as do 
females in general, removed by nippers, or 
by the razor, the signs of the masculine 
ebaracter from the face—this creature ex- 
pires, and the body is conveyed by the Wi- 
rection of somebody to Guy’s Hospital. The 
beadle of the parish is the conveyancer, 
This was pretty well, to be sure ; but what 
happens next? When the thing is turned 
out of the shell, the body is found to be 
that of a man instead of that of a woman! 
But the beadle bas got his ‘ certificate,” 
according to the Act of Parliament, and, of 
course, the person who granted the “ cer- 
tificate,” whether medical man, tinker, 
grocer, or linen-draper, made the necessary 
examination of the body, and a pretty 
keen-sighted examiner he must have been. 
Judging that there was some trick, some 
hoax, some design upon their carefulness in 
this matter, the functionaries at Guy's 
Hospital considered it pradent to institute 
an inquiry before the coroner. They saw 
no signs of agreement between different 
parts of the subject. They were puzzled, 
and guessed that if there were no foul play, 


NAMED “ EDWARDS.” , 


scalp been cut down to ordinary dimen. 
sions, the body would have passed current 
through the portals of the dissecting-room, 
with the identical “ certificate" which had 
been placed in the hands of the beadle. 
That “ certificste” would have been sub- 
sequently handed over to the Inspector, the 
name of the deceased party would have 
been entered in the anatomy book of regis- 
tration, and all would have passed away ia 
silence. A suspicion of wrong doing would 
not have existed, and imputation there 
would have been none in any quarter. 
This is a plain, straightforward, state- 
ment of the circumstances, as they actually 
occurred. Now, then, let as look at them 
as they might have beeo. Let us look et 
what may be. Let us look at what possibly 
is actually occurring! Let us suppose it to 
have been the body of an ordinary poor 
man; that the life of the individual had 
been taken from him by poison, by opium, 
by arsenic, by corrosive sublimate. Would 
that examination, which failed to deteet the 
sex of the deceased party, have been suffi- 
ciently scrutinising to have passed through 
the opaque coverings of the body, and dis- 
covered the poisonous ingredients in the 
alimentary cavity? Assuredly not. Yet 
the “certificate” would have been duly 
signed, and the name of the deceased as 


+| duly registured. 


Under such a system, therefore, what 


evidence of the senses. So the inquiry was| doing? Im the present case the inquiry was 
instituted. Hence the verdict of “ natural/ not instituted by any party or parties ap- 
death” given by the jury, although, to be| pointed under the Anatomy Act. The extra- 
death were, in nearly all respects, most un- | at Guy's Hospital to eall for investigation. 
natural. The beadle was satisfied. So was the 
But stop a little. Had there been signer of the “ certificate.” So were the 
long hair on the head, had there not been| people of the house whence the body was 
strong evidence that there was a female|taken. Is not this, then, a truly frightfel 
head upon a man’s shoulders, there would state of things? The selling of bodies, the 
have been no investigation, because there| easy conveyance of bodies to dissecting- 
wauld have been no excited curiosity.| rooms, thus enable selfish, callous-hearted 
Hence, had the long appendage of the/ individuals to escape from the expenses of 


"BODY OF THE BEING 
‘ 
they themselves might become the subjects) 
of laughter, if they refrained from 
it known that there were discrepancies not) [IIIS 
altogether in accordance with the usual/security has the public against wrong 


burials, will inevitably lend to a repetition | crecv, in sach a concerntnent cannot be de. 
sired, unless to conceal crime. It is an 


of the crimes, and other odious conduct, 


society in this country. Under the opera-| tention; for if & renewal of the old enor. 
tion of such a system, no map, woman, or|mities should take place while the present 
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child, is safe in any situation. If two or 
three men will commit murder on the high 
way, in the hope of dividing only a few shil- 
lings amongst thém, a3 was the case at 
Edmonton the other day, are there not to 
be found individuals of like character, who 
will conspire to destroy their fellow-crea- 
tures, when they know that they have not 
only a more easy method of obtaining pe- 
cuniary reward for their guilt, but stand the 
fairest possible chance of seeing the strong- 
est evidence of their crime destroyed by the 
disfiguring knife of the anatomist? Where 
there is so mach distress, the sam of two or 
three pounds is still a strong temptation to 
crime. Why, therefore, we ask, is not the 
source of mischief at once cut off, by pro- 


Anatomy Act is in operation, those mea- 
sures will be referred to it as the source of 
the calamities. Cause and effect will be 
confounded in the public mind ; the profes- 
sion will suffer deeply in general estima- 
tion; and the community lose all those 
manifest advantages which most arise from 
a due cultivation of the science of medicine. 


LONDON COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 
Monday, Jan. 28, 1833. 


Ir was “ monstrous hot” (as Sir Astley 
said, while wading through the 

crowd) at the above institution on Monday 
evening—the first meeting of the new sea- 
son. The crowd of attending clerical, le- 


hibiting—autterly interdicting—the sale of} gal, medical, and non-professional visitors, 


the dead ? 


But the destruction of this traffic is not 
all that is demanded by the wants of so- 
ciety. It is not all that is demanded by those 
who wish to see the poor protected in our 
hospitals, work-houses, and lunatic asylums. 
We must put a question here. If a patient 
be destroyed in the wards of an hos- 
pital, or be let to die, from neglect on 
the part of his medical attendant, and there 
be no on’ to claim the body, how is the 
culprit to be exposéd and punished, if the 
body can be taken into his own dissecting- 
room, and there used for the benefit of his 
pupils? In lunatic asylums, the same. 
In work-houses, still the same, and not of 
less frequent repetition. The destraction 
of the traffic, then, in human flesh, is not 
all that is required, but every subject that 
is taken into the schools of anatomy, should 
be first conveyed to a general receptacle 
for the dead that afe intended for dissection. 
Into that receptacle the profession and the 
public should have free admission ; for se- 


in fact, 


other gentlemen of title, that a large assem- 
blage is sure of being found at the first 
evening of the College monthly meetings. 
On the occasion we Sir Henry 
Halford on the central perch, immediately 
beneath the bust of the great patron whose 
pulse he used to feel on one knee (they say 
the same of Sir Henry and the late Duchess 
of Wellington), star on breast and paper in 
hand. The Lord Chancellor sat on the 
President's right, and the Bishop of Lon- 
don and the Master of the Rolls next to the 
Chancellor. On his of Ch 
Astley Cooper, the Bi ic 
ond Melbourne. A lot judges, and 
many other ‘“‘ great men” whose presences 
wore apprbpriate ina medical college, and for 
whem seats were specially ‘‘ reserved,”’ sat 
around the table. The rest stood. Lord 
Brougham and Clot Bey were the particular 
lions. The Bishops were made much of by 
Sir Henry in bis paper, but little of by the 
auditors. Numerous illustrations were 
taken from the Old Testament by the Presi- 
dent, out of compliment to these latter gen- 
tlemen. The Lord Chancellor was particu- 
larly thoughtful. He seemed to calculate 
the number of years which have elapsed 
since he promised to obtain a charter for 
2Q2 
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A DULL MEETING. j 
the London University. Clot Bey, who is|that it was right to presume 


a cure on the 


not an English scholar, but was politely at-| ground merely of a declaration to that 
tentive to the President’s oration notwith- | effect from the patient, subsequent to con- 
standing, appeared in full official costume. |fession from the afflicted party himself, 
The base of his dress was a dark velvet,|that he Aad been insane; but he (Sir 


almost entirely obscured by net-work of 


Henry) certainly thoyght, that a test of 


lace. He wore many orders. On his| recovery existed in the combined facts of, a 


was a plain crimson turban, and on | confession of 


his legs were yellow boots. The dress was_ 
rich, bat not elegant, the clothes being too | 
bulky when contrasted with the omy te 
morocco in his tight-fitting boots. The 
stature of Clot Bey is rather short, and his 
person somewhat robust; his features are 
full, regular, and agreeable to the sight—a 
p cheek, aquiline nose, good eye, and 
clear, healthy, tian, complexion. The 
fame and interest attached to this individual 
= y for our minuteness. He) 
id a‘ ing”’ (according to a worthy | 
baronet) to one of the bishops. “ I am glad 
to see a patriarch amongst the doctors.” 
And adverting to the plainness of attire, | 
where he anticipated lawn sleeves and flow- 
ing robes, added, ‘‘ I am sorry to appear in 
so fine a dress myself, but in truth I had) 
no other to put on.” 
Sir H. Hatrorp took his seat about half- 
nine, and then unrolled a paper on| 

ity, and read it aloud. A courteous 
attention was of course given to all that fell 
from the lips of so erudite and experienced 
a gentleman, but the subject was one on 
which he was not com t to throw any, 
new light. In fact, if we except a few 
t anecdotes of insane gentlemen who 

come under his own observation, the 
paper did not contain a purely original state- 
ment or view. Amongst the methods of 
treatment, he recommended music to be 
tried, quoting, as a courtier should do, its 
~~ effects on two kings, King Saul and 
ing George, for which latter monarch, 
the orator, with a devout cranial inclina- 
tion, reminded the audience, ‘his services 
as a loyal subject” were formerly required. 
The study of favourite subjects, such as the 
mathematics, he also advised to be per- 
mitted during this “ purgatory of the 
mind.” But ial ape the con- 
tinual study of the Holy Scriptures ; not in 
instances where religi speculations al- 
ready overwhelm the brain, but where 
the mental alienation is connected with 
other matters. Otherwise, he considered 
that no employment could be more proper 
for the spirit was then more than ever 
looking for that comfort which religion 
alone could give. He could not hold with 
those physicians who were against the in- 
troduction of religious services and studies 
into lunatic asylums. As a remedial means, 
he sesemmented the tartrate of antimony. 
With regard to a recovery from insanity, 


vious insanity, sound sleep 
at nights, and a uniformly rational line of 
conduct pursued for some time after 
first indication of returning sanity. 

The mental repast being over, Sir Henry 
went through a course of manual salutes 
from the chair, and the noble ~ judges, 
bishops, baronets, barriste: 
went round, and the audience formed, some 
of them into groups, ** gaily to chat while 
discussing their tipple,” and others watched 
the movements of the Egyptian envoy 

who, on the following day, left London for 
iverpool, promising to return at the close 
of the week), or surveyed the a ee 
visitants, or looked over the aud 


| plates spread on the library tables. Amongst 


other statements made in the room, we 
heard it remarked, as a good and proper 
fact, that since the visit of Clot Bey to Lon- 
don, several operations at the hospitals had 
been ‘‘ accelerated”’ in order to affurd him 
an opportunity of witnessing the manual 
dexterity of the attending surgeons. The 
libel is not too straage to be true, 
humanity and science must each sh 
at the averment.* 

By eleven o'clock the company had near! 
departed. The next evening meeting will 


be held on the 25th of February, and the 


subsequent meetings on April 29th, May 
27th, and June 24th. The Harveian ora- 
tion is to be delivered by Dr. Paris, on the 
25th of June. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Saturday, Jan, 26th, 1833. 
Dr, Sicmownp in the Chair. 


Tue Society as dull as the weather. A 
couple of hours, in fact, thrown away, at a 
period of the year when removal from home 
for nothing is not pleasant. Dr. Sigmond, 
too, is so good a chairman for a Quaker’s 
meeting, that he should not be asked to 
preside anywhere else. Mr. Hunt related 
a case of dropsy, in which typhoid symp- 


* The operation on poor Hoo Loo was too 
plainly an * lerated”’ operati The Is 
were on the eve of leaving London for the sommer. 
The possibly fatal result of so early a removal of the 
immense tumour was balanced against the fame 
of Guy’s as an operation hospital, and the award not 
dreds ipils saw the operation, and 
disastrously died. 


he did not think (nor does anybody else) 


NEGLECT OF MEDICAL REFORM.—SIR W. BLIZARD. 


toms followed the absorption of the fluid, 
and said that puzzled him, 
Dr. Brown a solution of the riddle, 
and some other members, at long intervals, 
made a few remarks on the subject. The 
fire was then stirred, and a melancholy in- 
terest was excited by the departure of a few 
members. The wandering eyes of the 

vering remainder began to explore the dusty 
scarecrows of the old museum, when the 
Chairman hoped that some gentleman would 
furnish an idea or two for public considera. 
tion, In vain. Then Mr. Curynocx trust- 
ed that the many intelligent and experi- 
enced members he saw around would not 
let the occasion pass unimproved. In vain, 
also, foratime, Presently, however, some 
member asked whether any other member 
had tried iodine successfully in ovarian 
dropsy. A reply in the negative was 
given by one gentleman, when Mr. Cos- 
TELLO took the opportunity of suggesting 
that too much was generally required of 
new medicines, and that their failure in in- 
a riate cases was then quoted in : 
of the remedies. 
pause followed, so a few more of the au- 
dience retired, and soon after the meeting 
was dissolved. Such is a just sketch of 
the events—only a tition, however, of a 


scene which en occurs at the medical 
societies, oftener indeed than their friends 
either can wish, or, assuredly, need allow. 


Better things are promised 


MEDICAL REFORM, 


To the Editor of Tus Lancet, 


S1ea,—I read in Tue Lancer of the 12th, 
a letter signed ‘‘ J. L.,” complaining of the 


quackery adopted in and out of the profes- | p 


sion, as well as of the corrupt state of our 
medical institutions, and expressive of the 
author’s astonishment that many of such 
abuses have not been remedied by your 
valuable Journal. I have no doubt, Mr. 
Editor, that all well-disposed practitioners 
would be glad to see some amendment in 
our medical system, which, from beginning 
to end, teems with evils of every descrip- 
tion ; but with whom, let me ask J. L., does 
the remedy rest? Is it not in the power of 
& numerous and influential portion of the 
community, to make known to the legisla- 
ture (which is the first step to obtain re- 
dress for) their grievances? That they 
have this power no one can deny, and it 
being admitted that so far the remedy is in 
their own hands, the guilt, if any there be, 
attached to the continuance of the system 
naturally fillson them, You have at any 
rate done your duty, in endeavouring to 
rouse them from that state of apathy which 


of monopoly, injustice, oppression, ti 
they immediately affect his own i 
interest, when he satisfies his patriotism 
a letter in Tue Lancet, complaining of his 
neighbours, If this is all a so well 
impressed with the evilas J. L. — to 
be, will do, 1 fear the time is still far dis- 
tant when the jealousy and bad feeling, 
which have so long disgraced our profession, 
will be sufficiently quelled to of any 
effectual improvement, since it can be ob- 
tained only by the great body of practi- 
tioners acting together, stimulated by no 
other motive than the desire of 
general good. Your obedient servant, 
Amicus Justiti=. 


London, Jan. 29, 1833. 


COMPLAINTS AGAINST SIR Ws BLIZARD. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin,—May I request room in Tux Lan- 
cet for the following statement, relative to 
the illiberal feeling which prevails in the 
breast of the senior-surgeon of the London 
Hospital, who prides himself on being the 
oldest member of the College? 

On Wednesday last, it was understood 
that Mr. Luke, who operates for Sir Wil- 
liam Blizard, would operate on a woman, 
now in the hospital, labouring under a 
fistulous cammunication between the blad- 
der and the vagina. Accordingly, there 
was a large muster of pupils to accompany 
the knight in his perambulation through the 
wards, in one of which, alluding to this 
case, he observed “ that he should not 
allow any strangers whatever to be present, 
as the occasion was one of delicacy.” We 

roceedied up-stairs to theatre, 
when Sir William hastened to take his sta- 
tion near the door of the theatre, in order to 
revent the admission of any strangers, and 
gan to interrogate one or two of the pu- 
pils whom he did not recognise, thrusting 
his nose into their faces in a very unpolite 
manner. 

This is not a solitary instance of such 
behaviour. There is seldom or never an 
operation performed in his presence, with- 
out his inquiring if there be any strangers 
present; and he even is not satisfied with 
their having been introduced to either of 
the other surgeons, but requires the pre- 
sentation to be made to him also, In jus- 
tice to the other surgeons, I must say I 
have reason to believe that this is in oppo- 
sition to their wishes, for I have witnessed 
many operations performed by them, with- 
out once hearing them express a desire to 
exclude any professiomal man from the 
operation room. This w civil and degrading 
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behaviour can only be accounted for by the 
dread Sir William entertains of his cases 
appearing in Tus Lancer. Some time 
since, he grossly insulted one of the pupils, 
because he saw him standing on the steps 
of the hospital with a number of Tus Lay- 
cet io bis hand. abominable conduct 
was repeated on eee 
ill towards Sir 
e these remarks, for | 
wally feel respect towards him on account 
of bis great age, and also for his very cour- 
teous behaviour towards the regular pupils 
of the hospital, but 1 earnestly trust that 
they may induce some kind friend of the 
knight to convince bim how ridiculous he 
renders himself. ln fact—he ought to be 
urged to resign his situation as surgeon of 
ital, now that he is incapacitated 
the humane duties devolving 
on aa I am, Sir, your obedient 
servant, 


Jan. 7, 1833.* 


~Ayw Ovp Pur. 


NITRATE OF SILVER IN DISSECTION WOUNDS. 


To the Editor of Taz Lancet. 
Sir,—I have much e in commu- 
the following case, on the use of 
the nitrate of silver, which will 
prove of no little benefit to medical students, 
as pointing out the means by which punc- 
tured received in the 
room, may be divested of all their terror, 
and ultimate constitutional derangement be 
avoided. 
A few ago, when dissecting at 
Thomas’s Hospital, | received a wound in 
the index finger, which did not immediately 
manifest any sym of increased vascu- 
larity, that is to say, not till about two days 
, when heat tenderness came on, with 
the course of the beuts. 
This rather alarmed me, but having pre- 
viously read Mr. Higginbottom’s work oa 
the “* Use of the Nitrate of Silver,” Lre- 
solved to give that remedy a fair trial. 
1 moistened the , back of the hand, 
= in fact, every part which presented the 
of inflammation, and 
one stick of caustic three or four times 
over the parts, which, in twenty-four hours, 
completely blackened them. ‘The eschar 
remained on the parts for several days, and 
then began gradually to separate; and at 
this moment there scarcely remains the 
least vestige of its colour. 
from this case, which 1 think an important 
one, that the usual counter irritants and 


We have not before had room for this letter.— 


Ep. L. 


DISSECTION WOUNDS.—CHGLERA IN LONDON. 


om are totally inadequate in point 
of efficacy when compared with caustic. 
1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Hexay Hanns. 
St. Thomas’s Hospital, 30:h Jan. 1833, 
*,*As the remaining portion of the letter 
of our intelligent t dors not 
clear up the obscurity which af acknow- 
ledges to surround the mode ot action of the 
nitrate of silver, we have been induced to 
omit it, especially at a moment when our 
table is so laden with “ copy,” awaiting in- 
sertion, as it at present is.—Ep. L. 


MALIGNANT CHOLERA 


AT THB HOSPITAL IN GREVILLE STREET, 
HOLBORN. 


(Communicated by the Central Board.) 


transmit the same for the information of the 
Central Board of Health. I have the 
honour to be, Sir, your most obedient ser- 
vant, J. F. De Grave, 

Hon. Med. Sec. 


To W. Maclean, 


2, Thavies Im Ina, Dec. 15, 1832. 

Dear Sir,—In conformity with your re- 
quest of the 6th inst., and Tor the informa- 
tion of the “ Central Board,” I beg to lay 
before you the following statement of the 
number of patients admitted into the Free 
Hospital, Greville Street, up to the 12th of 
October last, with the modes of treatment 
and the results. 

184 patients afflicted with t cho- 
—— at the wrist, livid extremities, 

&e. 

Of this number seventeen died, either on 
their way to the hospital, or immediately 
after admission, no medicine having been 
administered. teen were treated by 
various plans, previously to the introduction 
of saline remedies, of whom thirteen died, 
and five recovered. Thirteen who were treat- 
ed by the above plans, were, after all 
of recovery were lost, injected with the 
lowing saline solution, at the temperature 
of 110 degrees. 

R Sode muriat. 3ij ; 
Sod@ carbon, 
Potassa orymur. gr. Viij 
Aqua 3xxxij. M. 

Eleven died and two recovered. 

Twenty-three were treated in the frst 
instance by calomel and opium, brandy, am- 
monia, external stimulants, Xc., wi 


598. 

| 

Guildball, Dec. 18th, 1839. 

a Sitr,—l have this morning received a 

communication from Mr. Marsden, and 


Sod@ murias. ; 
Potassa orymur. gr. viij. M. 
This powder, dissolved in four ounces of 
co'd water, to be given to the patient (an 
adult) every fifteen minutes, till reaction is 
established, afterwards every thirty minutes, 
one hour, two hours, and so on, till out of 
danger. A hot saline bath to be used every 
four, six, eight, or twelve hours, according 
to circumstances ; fourteen pounds of salt 
dissolved in each bath, at 120 degrees. The 
patient to drink as much cold water oer 
sible ; no spirits, wine, or indeed anything 
else.* Eighteen died and five recovered. 
Uf twenty-eight who bad taken freely 
of opium and brandy previously to their 
admission, but afterwards put on the saline 
treatment, twenty-one died and seven re- 


large of cold 


© Ftis my opinion that the 
te patients was of the utmost im- 


water taken by the 
portance, One mee who died, swallowed forty 
gallons within ninety-six hours; he took seventy- 
eight pints during the first twelve hours. - 
tients whe were quite restored under the sali 
treatment, took 225 gallons within 7¢ hours. 


599 


covered. Of four, who were aged and pre- 
viously diseased, treated by saline reme- 
dies only, all died. Of eighty-one who were 
treated by the saline remedies alone, seven 
died and seventy-four recovered. 

In addition to the above number, 315 
patients (who were not reported) | i 
under the first stage of the complaint, were 
treated by calomel and vegetable purga- 
tives; twelve cases ram into the second 
stage, and were treated by the saline reme- 
dies ; eventually four died ; all the rest re- 
covered. 

The Powder and Draught for an Adult. 

Calomel gr. xx ; 

Zingiber in pulv. gr. xx. M. 

BR Ol. ricini. 

Tinct. rhei aa. M. 
The powder given immediately, and the 
draught four hours to be 
repeated, if required, every four hours, for 
three times, providing collapse do not su- 
pervene. Small doses of simple saline mix- 
ture to be taken with the above in order to 


Ten pe- | keep the stomach tranquil. I am, dear Sir, 
| your obedient servant, 


W. Marspen. 


MALIGNANT CHOLERA IN LONDON. 


Comparative View 


the various Modes of Treatment 
diction of the City of London Board of Health, t 


in Cholera, within the juris- 
itted by Mr. F. De Grave. 


Deaths Recoveries 
Deaths. Recoveries. per Cent. 


Combination of salts proposed by 

Dr. Stevens 
Combination of salts used at Gre- 

ville Street Hospital... . 
Venous injection 
Miscellaneous 


18 90. 
8 47.06 


ow & w 


ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


CLINICAL REMARKS 
BY 
MR. BRODIE svn CLOT BEY. 


January 28, 1833—Mr. Brodie this day 
went round the wards in company wit 

Clot Bey, and a native of Grand Cairo, his 
attendant. As the several surgical cases in 
the hospital, under the care of Mr. Brodie, 
were shown to him, he made remarks upon 
most of them. We select the following :— 


Seace.—ln a case which has 


heen treated by mercurial ointment, and to 
which Mr. Brodie is now going to apply the 
strong acid, Clot Bey remarked, that in 
Egypt such cases were treated by coveri 
the head with anj ointment composed 
lard and charcoal, with a nightcap cover- 
ing of brown paper for the head. 
Srrictrure.—There is a case of spasmodic 
stricture in which Mr. Brodie is using the 
caustic, with the view of diminishing 
spasm, it being so applied as only to touc 
the anterior ruge of the stricture, and not 
the sides. Clot Bey gave it as his opini 
that if the caustic were applied lateratly 
as well, the difficulty of overcoming tle 
disease would be soon obviated. s 
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oe CLINICAL REMARKS BY BRODIE AND CLOT BEY- 


in tat Grory.—There is an in-! ptisan of sarsaparilla, of which 


ing case of tumour in the groin, which | 
Mr. Brodie believes to be connected with 
the bursa of the tendon of the psoas muscle, 
and which has been treated with iodine 
blisters, &c., which have somewhat di- 
minished its size and circumference. Clot 
Bey examined it very accurately, and in 
rotating the femur, he discovered what 
had ¢ the examination of every one 
else previously, the existence of an exos- 
tosis near the great trochanter. He per- 


cussed the bursal tumour, but the sound 

was dull, and gave no idea of its consistence 

or contents. Clot Bey remarked, that the 

a in such cases was extremely 


u 

He also detailed the iculars of his ex- 
tirpation of a tumour (elephantiasis) of the 
scrotum, weighing 106 ads, The case 
was translated into Tue Lancer some time 
since from the Lancetie Francaise, to th» 
report in which he referred. 


Temour or tue Breast.—There is a 
case of this affection, about the diagnosis of 
which, whether it be scirrhus or not, Mr. 
Brodie is not as yet decided. Clot Bey 
examined it, and advised Mr. Brodie to ex- 
tirpate it at once, whatever its nature might 
be, alieging as a reason, that if extirpation 
should eventually be decided on, gap sooner 
it was done the better, as the pati@nt would 
have more strength to undergo the operation, 

Mr. Brodie had, some days before, made 
the following remarks in allusion to the case : 
—‘* These tumours are often difficult to be 
distinguished from scirrhus. A medical man 
who had great experience in these cases, once 
brought a patient to me who had a tumour 
of the. breast which he took to be scirthus, 
and for the cure of which he suspected that 
I should recommend amputation, I ex- 
amined the patient’s breast very carefully, 
and told him, that if the case was one of 
scirrhus, it was one for the cure of which 
amputation would do no good, and [ re- 
commended him to try the liquor potasse, 
which he did, and in time (1 forget now 
how long it took), under the use of this 
medicine, the tumour entirely disappeared. 
I saw another case of tumour of the breast, 
which was dispersed by the patient's usin 
the liquor potasse for thirteen months. j 
have trequently seen a wasting occur from 
the long use of the medicine ; but I never 
saw pyrosis.” 

Syeuitts anp Scnoruta.—The venereal 
disease, Clot Bey remarked, is universally 
common all over Egypt. Mercury cannot 
be rubbed in, from the circumstance of its 
producing great s:ilivation on the second day ; 
the a are therefore placed in a room 
by themselves, and undergo the following 
treatment. In the morning they have a 


take 
Oij in the twenty-four hours, Then follows a 
pill, the composition of which, as described 
by the Egyptian ae we should sup- 
nearly to resemble the Plummer’s pill 
of the London Pharmacop@ia. The patient 
is kept throughout the whole of bis treat- 
ment, upon what Clot Bey terms the 
* diéte séche,” or dry diet of the Arabian 
physicians, which consists of hard « bis- 
cuit, with nuts, al ds, and raisi nder 
this treatment Clot Bey states, that he has 
cured hundreds of cases ; the time of cure 
varying from 14 to 21 and 30 days or more, 
He strongly recommended Mr. Brodie to 
this dry-diet plan of treatment in a case 
of venereal disease row in the hospital, and 
also in some cases of scrofula, under the 
care of Mr. Keate, which are being treated 
according to M. Lugol’s plan. 


Litnoromy. — Cases of stone in the 
bladder are common in Lower Egypt and the 
Delta, according to Clot Bey’s experience ; 
but in Upper Egypt such cases are com- 
paratively rare, ‘There was not a body in 
the dead-house, and he therefore gave a 
descriptive account to Mr. Brodie and Mr, 
Babington, of his method of performing the 
operation. His first incision he makes in 
the line of the raphe of the perineum, be- 
ginning about six lines below the scrotum, 
and ending fourteen lines above the circle 
of the anus. He cuts in this direction, 
because the parts to be operated on are all 
here at a pretty nearly equal distance from 
the surface ; the catheter is held by an as- 
sistant, and not by the operating surgeon ; 
the bulb of the urethra and the vas deferens 
are divided, but the sphincter of the blad- 
der is nottouched. He uses an instrument 
which, from its description, would seem to 
resemble Blizard’s lithotomy-knife. He 
cuts into the bladder, as he withdraws the 
knife by depressing the handle of the sound 
and the blade of the scalpel, and cutting 
from below and behind upwards and for- 
wards, to avoid wounding the rectum, This 
description was accompanied by a diagram, 
which, however, it is not bere necessary to 
give. Clot Bey says he has operated thus 
on upwards of sixty cases with success. 


Amongst other things mentioned, during 
the visit, was the following. Whilst the 
cholera was at Grand Cairo, 50,000 out of 
a population of 150,000 died. The Pacha 
embarked on the Nile, and his son Thahim, 
ascentlied to the cataracts. Clot Bey was 
the only medical man left at Grand Cuiro 
during the height of the disease. ‘The 
principal hospital at Grand Cairo contains 
1200 patients, and the others 5, and 600 
each. Clot Bey remarked, that in the En- 
glish museums of morbid anatomy, and in 
the construction of lecturing and operating 
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amphitheatres, the lish hospitals far | 
excel the French. yer that he was | 
much pleased with all the arrangements in 
St. George's. 


The following remarks were made on a 
previous occasion by Mr. Brodie. 

Disease oF Testicie.—This is a 
ease, Gentlemen, which 1 believe to be 
one simply of hydrocele. The patient, you 

ive, has none of the symptoms of ma- 
ignant disease ; there is a thickening of 
the tunica vaginalis, and you may also feel 
a bard ridge on the anterior and inner part 
of the testicle, I once had a patient in 
whom there was also this hard ridge. He 
died of some internal disorder, and on ex- 
amining bis body after death, I found that | 
there was no malignant disease at all of the | 
testicle. Ifthere be hydrocele of the tunica 


vaginalis, and malignant disease of the | 
testicle also, and you do nothing for the, 
latter, the consequence will be, that re- 

ted abscesses will form in the body of 
the testicle. Ifthe malignant disease had | 
commenced, you might stop its further’ 


progress by giving the patient calomel 
and opium until his system becomes com- | 
pletely under the influence of the mercury ; | 

tif the disease be not commenced, you 
may prevent its accession by making use of 
the same remedial means. This man, you 
see, does not feel at all faint or sick from 
the injection of the tunica vaginalis, the 
reason of which is, that I have not filled it 
so full as to distend it, and thereby cause | 
pressure of the stimulating injection upon 
the testicle, which pressure is the cause of 

sickness. 


Patxs tx THe Bonrs.—In venereal af- 
fections you will find, that the sarsaparilla, 
in decoction or powder, will relieve the 
pains in the bones. Guiacum is also a very 
valuable medicine in relieving these pains. 
‘The powder of the root of the mezereon, and 
iodine, also have been employed for the 
same 

Uesuah,—Weere of the mucous mem- 
brane of the rectum generally occur from 
the presence and irritation ‘of hardened | 


You will frequently find, that when new 
bone begins to be formed, it is in very large 
deposits, and the limb will appear enor- 
mously enlarged and missbapen ; yet all this 
redundancy of osseous matter will in time 
be re-absorbed, and the limb regaiu its na- 
tural shape and size, 


ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 
CURIOUS CASE OF MALIGNANT CHOLERA — 
STRONG PROOF OF CONTAGION. 


In the course of last month, December, 
afemele patient who was under treatment 
in this hospital for disease of the womb and 
lungs, was suddenly attacked with malig- 
nont cholera, under circumstances of a sin- 
gular and very interesting character. On 
the 7th of January the case was adverted 
to by Dr. Elliotson, in a clinical lecture ad - 
dressed to the medical pupils, in the followe 
ing terms :— 


** T have a case of cholera to mention to 
you, Gentlemen, this morning, the last case 
of the disease that | have seen, I have not 
met with one before for a considerable pe- 
riod, but in the same week one occurred 
also at the west end of the town, close to Gros- 
venor-square. The cuse that occurred in the 
hospital took place in a ward in which there 
had been many cases of cholera during its 
prevalence. The first that happened amongst 
my patients occurred in that particular 
ward, and I think I could very well explain 
how that woman had the cholera, but I pre- 
fer saying nothing about it. I think I could 
trace it, not with certainty, but with every 
probability of being correct, to contagion. 
The woman who was the subject of the first 
case, had diseased womb, and diseased 
lurgs, when she was seized with cholera 
and died. Several cases occurred afterwards 
in the ward, and, 1 believe,—with the ex- 
ception of one,—on that particular side 
of the ward. The one which occurred on 
the opposite side, was directly opposite to 
two patients who had it on the other side, 
and that case occurred in a young woman 
who had diseased ovary. 

*« The present case occurred in a woman 


feces. That other species of ulceration in who was admitted, as she said, on account 
which there is a hardeaed, rough, irregular | of a communication between the rectum and 
surface of the mucous membrane (of which vagina. She said that she passed her mo- 
he had an example in the hospital some tions by the vagina as well as by the rec- 
short time since), is geuerally caused by tum ; but, oa examination, nothing of the 
repeated difficult labours. kind was found. I did not examine her 
| myself, supposing that it would turn out to 

New Bone.—It is not necessary that new be a surgical case, but she was examined by 
bone be formed before you take away diseased another gentleman, who reported that there 
bone in necrosis. The patient will get was no communication between the rectum 
very well. ‘Lhe diseased bone being detached and vagina. 1n truth, he could not find that 
Jrom the surrounding healthy bone, can form the uterus was diseased, but it was tender 
of tho adjacent pests, | to the touch and issitabie, 


Mr. 
the 
s in 
be- 
um, 
ircle 
tion, 
e all 
from 
as- 
On 5 
rens 
lad- 
nent | 
m to 
He 
the 
ti 
fore 
This 
ram, 
to 
“the 
ut of 
acha 
aim, 
was 
airo 
The 
ains 
600 
En- 
in 
ting 


one MALIGNANT CHOLERA AT ST. THOMAS’S. 


There is a description of case called ' not of a violet blue, but there was blueness- 
* irritable womb,” which oceurs both in around the eyes, and the blueness of the 
single and married — but it does not. _ lips was very considerable, though certainly 
prevent conception, and it may last for a| not of so deep a hue as | have sometimes 
wumber of years, the patients not seen them. ‘The hands were cold, and the 
rendered much better by anything fingers sbrivelled and blue. Any one would 
you can do. I| believe that leeches applied | have said that it was a cholera countenance, 
to the mouth of the womb, by means of the | and the pulse was so feeble, that it was 
afford more relief ‘than | still however, it was 
; whether it is a neuralgic affection so for me to count it. The 
do not know, but probably it is. “The ute- | 8 oned , as well aa the face. The 
rus is generally a little enlarged, and itis tongue however was not cold, but of » low 
tender. You will find that the case is men- | temperature. 1 should mention that she 
tioned by Dr. Gooch, in some of his post- 
humous papers. From the representation! « ‘The treatment was that which 
made to me of this case, | gave ber carbon-| has been put into practice in several cases 
ate of iron, on the presumption that the! of tate She had two minims of & 
disease ty of womb, | née acid, ef Geet every hour, and guia 
was something of a neuralgic nature, sulph grains 
believe nothing will do much good in these of treat- 
cases, though you deaden the pain foe | wen rsevered in, and I uoderstand, 
atime, I know a lady thas efilicted, who that in Gaontiee of forty-eight hours, she 
takes various aay arco of opium every | took from nine to twelve drachms of calo- 
day. Before the nature of this patient's | 16), alfa drachm of the sulphate of cop- 
case was fully ascertained, as to whether per, and about the same quantity of hydro- 
she had pot some further disease of the in- eyanic acid. The hydrocyanic acid was 
testines, we clearly made out that there/ no¢ continued so long as the other means, 
was no communication between the bladder | poouuse the vomiting soon ceased. She had 
and the vagina, that there was no structural | n4 article of diet, excepting cold water and 
disease of the womb, and she said that) hoof tea, When she was asked if she was 
she passed her motions involuntarily, but Sang, and would like cold water, she said 


we could not ascertain whether that was es,’ and took a draught of cold water, 
really the case or not. which she seemed to enjoy, and she had 
Just at this period she was seized with beef tea afterwards. 


cholera, and here is another instance of 
cholera occurring in the same ward, and in wen treatment, she got coms 
the same side of the ward, in which so many | pl pletely well. All symptoms of cholera 
cases had previously occurred, and, per-|ceased. I do not say that the recovery 
haps, in the same bed. Here, also, was a| was owing to the treatment; but it proves 
woman labouring under disease, which | that the treatment adopted did herno harm. 
caused very great suffering, and here was| That is the utmost that I will venture to 
® case of cholera occurring in a patient tak-|say. It was a matter of wonder that she 
ing full doses of carbonate of iron. Two} gut through the complaint, because she 
drachms every six hours. In the midst of} had considerable disease within, As soon 
ali this, she was seized with purging, vomit-|as the cholera was got the better of, the 
ing, and cramps in the legs and stomach, | countenance became as it was before, the 
her countenance being very anxious and | pulse improved, she became warm, and she 
blue, and her pulse small and weak. This | was soon as well as before the attack. 
occurred on the evening of the 14th of De-| “ But we observed that this state of 
cember. The next morning she vomited | things did not continue long. After some 
again ; the countenance was very much al- | few days, five or six, her countenance 
tered ; the eyes were sunk; the tongue was | to alter ; she became thinner and paler, 
just warm ; the bowéls were relaxed ; and | pulse weaker, and we were told that she 
the dejections were of a dark colour. We | passed her motions involuntarily. She was 
could not ascertain the nature of the disease | a queer woman, a discontented woman, and 
from the dejections, because the carbonate | it was thought, ill tempered, and that she 
of iron had coloured them. In cholera/would not take pains with herself, but 
the discharge is as thin as weak beef tea,| passed her motions in bed without there 
and you see a number of white flakes in it; | being any occasion for it. However, her 
but ne stuff that was discharged from the appearance showed that she was very ill; the 
stomach of this woman, appeared like | discharge from the intestines continued in- 
water, and contained a great number of} voluntary, andshe gradually sunk, and died 
white floceuli. At two o'clock | saw her, | on the 24th of December, having been for 
and in one instant was satisfied that it was|some time completely well of cholera, so 
a case of cholera, ‘Ihe countenance was | that she died of the original disease, 


Post-mortem Appearances. 

“ On inspecting her, the opinion given 
me, that there was no communication be- 
tween the rectum and the vagina, was proved 
to be correct. No marks of cholera were 
found. All was sound external to the 
womb, but the vagina appeared diseased 
on its inner surface. The inner surface did 
not look healthy. It was not of the natural, 
light-red, palish colour, hut more or less 

liow, with an unpleasant discharge upon 
it, and several portions of the mucous mem- 
brane were elongated—some of the ruge 
were elongated into fringes. On examining 
the intestines, the rectum, to that por- 
tion of the intestine which runs up to join 
the colon was very much diseased. The 
nerves and the cellular coat of the in. 
testines was several times its natural 
thickness, and firm. The mucous mem- 
brane was in a state of disease, more ad- 
vanced than the mucous membrane of the 
— It was of an unhealthy colour, soft 

ulcerated. Many spots of the mucous 
membrane, some as large as a silver penny, 
were completely ulcerated. This was the 
disease of which she died. There was no- 
thing to be seen external to the anus ; no 
piles, neither any obstructions whatever in 


the canal, Had there been reason to sus- | 


t disease there during life, and had the 
hoger been introduced, nothing could have 
been ascertained ; for the intestine was not 
obstructed, nor was there induration felt, 
and I have no doubt that the woman could 
not retain her feces. In all probability, 
had she lived longer, as the ulceration pro- 

ded, we should have found a consi- 
derable discharge of pus from the aliment- 
ary canal. 

** From what I have seen, I would recom- 
mend you to adopt the treatment I have now 
ribed in cases of cholera. I am quite sa- 
tisfied of the general propeiaty of one mode, 
and that is abstinence from stimuli of all 
kinds; from brandy and from opium. Here 
was a woman with actual organic disease 
of the intestines, and notwithstanding no 
opium, no stimuli, no nourishment beyond 
beef tea, and mere cold water, were given, 
recovered. If this practice had 
adopted in other cases, I do not be. 
lieve that the mortality would have been 
anything like what it unfortunately was. 
case was very satisfactory, as showing 
that this pharmaceutical treatment does no 
harm ; but, as I just now observed, I will 
not go beyond that. Respecting pbharma- 
ceutical means, I will not venture to say that 
those saved ber life, but I am sure that an 
abstinence from stimuli is an important thing 
in the treatment of cholera; at least ina 
large number of cases, and that a free ex- 
hib.tioa of calomel, sulphate of copper, and 
bydrocyanic acid, does no harm. Tho hye 


ing ; 
no harm in giving two minims every half 
hour while the vomiting continues, As soon, 
however, as the vomiting ceases, it should 
be omitted.” 


Dr. Elliotson concluded his remarks, by 
explaining the appearances in a No, 
Cruvelhier’s plates on morbid anatomy, 
which had just arrived in this country from 
Paris, and in which number there are some 
very interesting representations of the 
morbid appearances in cholera; but the 
observations on them would not be intel- 
ligible apart from the plates themselves. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, 


Tue case of Jefferies, mentioned in a 
late report, terminated fatally. He sunk 
| gradually, his pulse becoming weak and 
quick, with constant nausea, He died on 
the evening of the Sth inst. ; the body wss 

removed without examination. 

On the inspection of the body of Joseph 
| Lydiard,—the history of whose case ac- 
companied the above,—it was discovered 
| that extensive peritoneal inflammation had 
been going on, which had produced effusion 
of pus under the serous covering of the 
bladder. 


LuPrus. 


Mary Carter, wtat. 24, was admitted into 
Faith's ward, Dec. 17th. Her whole face 
was in a bloated condition, the cheeks 
rising nearly to a level with the ridge of the 
nose; the integuments of the cheeks and 
upper lip were tuberculated, and covered 
with scabious blotches, which, with the 
general tumefaction, produced a most re- 
volting appearance. Her statement is, that 
at the age of nine years she was attacked 
with typhus fever, which, on declining, left 
an ulcer in the septum nasi, producing, 
finally, a perforation of that part, a small 
red pimple at the same time appearing on 
the tip of her nose. This pimple, about 
five years ago, became irritated, and an at- 
tack of erysipelas supervened, since which 
her face has presented the unsightly aspect 
now manifest. During the last month, her 
uneasiness and annoyance have much in- 
creased. She was ordered to be cupped to 
3xij at the back of the neck, and to have 
a linseed poultice on the upper lip. Pil. 
hudrarg. submur. comp. gr. v, every night, 
and tr. senn@ comp., pro re nata. 

20. The application of the poultice was 
followed by the discharge of a large quan- 
tity of thick matter from the lip. 

21, Complains to-day of much pain in 
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the head. Twelve leeches to be applied to 
the upper lip. 

22. The and has 
produced relief to the ° 

24. The local abstraction of —_ ap- 
pearing to have relieved the tumefied parts, 
twenty-four leeches were applied this 
evening. 

26. Hirudines xxx, with a cataplasm at 
night. 

$8. Much benefit obtained, but she still 
experiences ‘‘ fulness" ubout the head. 
To be cupped to 3xiv in the neck. 

30, Swelling and redness reduced, She 
has not the sensation of heat at first expe- 
rienced in the face, but is annoyed by se- 
vere pain in the forehead, and a feeling of 
great weight over the eyes. Skin cool ; 
tongue natural ; pulse 9%, and of its normal 
force; eyes somewhat effused ; occasional 
loss of sight. Says her nights are generally 

pless. 

Jan. 1, Still complains of the pain in the 
head, though she was entirely free from it 
ec A Says that the pain generally 
asts for six or eight hours together. Eyes 
red ; face less tumefied. In other respects 
much the same. 

2. In consequence of the continued dis- 
charge from the lips and cheeks, the un- 

tum antimonii tartarizati was ordered to 
rubbed into the nape of the neck. On 
the appearance of the pustules, about four 
days after the first application of the oint- 
ment, the oozing from the eruption on the 
lip and face gradually ceased, 
_ 15. Has been progressively improving. 
The discharge from the affected part has 
entirely disappeared. She complains to- 
day of some headache. Her gums are be- 
come sore, which she attributes to her at- 
tendance on a patient who is treated with 
the mercurial fumigation twice a day. 

17. Is better in every respect. Erup- 

tion dry and scaly, Head and face free 
pain or uneasiness; sleeps well; 
tongue rather white ; pulse natural, 

21. Progressive improvement. 


FEMORAL HWERNIA.—OPERATION. 


Jane Bearcroft, wtat. 47, was admitted 
on Thursday, Jan. 10th, with a tumour in 
the usual situation of femoral rupture. The 
bowels were constipated, and there was 
distention of the >< ned with pain io 
that region, the pule ut the same time 
being small and feeble. It appeared from 
the woman's account, that the hernia had 
occurred on the preceding Saturday. Leeches 
had been applied by her attendunt. After 
learning the history of the case, an opera- 
tion was immediately resorted to by Mr. 


Lawrence. When cutti through the 
coats of the sac, it was found that the omen- 


tum, which had descended, was become 
intimately adherent all round to the pa- 
rietes, thus forming one of the coveri 
which it was necessary to cut through in 
order to get at the bowel. On pinching up 
the omentum, the intestine could be dis- 
tinguished underneath, and when an inci- 
sion had been made through the former, 
the latter was found not discoloured. After 
division of the stricture the protrusion was 
reduced, a portion of the omentum bei 
cut off. The wound was closed, &c., 

the patient being put to bed, the bowels 
were allowed some time to act naturally. 

11. An evacuation took place wit 
medicine, The patient has passed a favour- 
able night, and appears easy and comfort- 
able. man clean and moist; appetite 
good ; pulse strong. 

Mr. Lawrence, spesking of the situation 
of the omentum, observed, that ulceration 
of the two internal coats of the intestine 
sometimes occurs in these cases, from pres- 
sure against Gimbernat’s ligament, and that 
here the omentum may buve performed a 
good office, by preserving the bowel from 
such effects. 

Nothing has occurred in this instance to 
render a detailed account desirable. On 
the Monday following the day of operation, 
a slight swelling was observed in the situa- 
tion of the wound. She was ordered calomel 
and ext. colocynth, by which her bowels were 
freely opened. There has been no neces- 
sity to trouble her with much physic; the 
swelling has gradually disappeared, and the 
wound is fast healing up. She says that 
hernia is an affection to which she has been 
subject four or five years, it having com- 
menced after an accouchment. Once during 
this period she was unable to return the 
bowel, when it was reduced by the assist- 
ance of a surgeon. Any unusual effort at 
straining has invariably brought on the 
hernia, and was the cause of it on the pre- 
sent occasion. 


STRANGULATED INGUINAL HERNIA. 
DEATH. 


The subject of this operation was an 
emaciated man, at the advanced age of 76. 
He has been liable to reducible rupture 
during twenty years, for which he has 
worn a truss, and never experienced any 
material inconvenience till the present 
occasion. He was admitted on Monday, 
14th instant, and it appears, that on t 
previous Thursday night the intestine de- 
scended whilst he was in bed, and when it 
first attracted the old man’s notice, he was 
surprised at his inability to ‘* push it 
back” as usual. On Sunday 13th, a medi- 
cal gentleman was applied to, who made 
some ineffectual attempts at reduction, and 


ews ace 


then advised his coming to this hospital 
immediately. He was admitted on the 
afternoon of the next day, when the opera- 
tion was performed by Mr. Lawrence, who, | 
on examining the tumour, found the testicle. 
conspicuous in front of the hernia, which 

roduced a greut distention of the scrotum, 

he situation of the spermatic chord was 
not evident. Mr. Lawrence, with a view 
of avoiding the vessels, made the incision | 
on the outer side of the hernial tumour, 
which, when divided, was found to contain 
intestine and mesentery, presenting no, 
unfavourable aspect, except one rather | 
dark spot on the bowel. There was no 
effusion of lymph. Mr. Lawrence remarked, | 
pe this had probably beea an old epiplo- | 
cele. 

The omentum, which was situated at the | 
back of the sac, was firmly adherent below, | 
but perfectly free at the ring. It contained | 
several large vesse's, which bled copiously | 
on division, The omentum was only par- | 
tially returned, lest it should act asa foreign 
body, having lost, as Mr. Lawrence said, | 
what the French term its ‘‘ droit de domicile.” | 
The length of small intestine in the sac he 
estimated at one foot. | 

15. The patient. feels as well as can be, 
expected this morning, complaining of a_ 
slight cough and smarting of the wound. 
Tongue clean; pulse 120; bowels opened 
by medicine. 

Linctus, The cough, we understand, has 
been habitual with him for nearly a year 

16. To-day he is very low and depressed, 
and says he feels much pain at the lower 
part of the abdomen. A-ks for porter. 


| 


——- leeches were applied last night 
t 


and fifteen this morning on the seat of 
pain, which is continually fomented. The 
sister says that his bowels are confined, 
although he had cal. gr. iij and jalup gr. x, 
last evening, and the same dose to-day. 
Injections have only brought away a little 
fecal matter. Tongue covered with a white- 
brown fur, moist ; pulse 86 and feeble. 

18. Continues in much the same con- 
dition. Has had a bad night. ‘The pain in 
the abdomen still exists, but does not seem 
much increased on pressure. The cough 
attended with very slight expectoration. 
Abdominal muscles not employed in the 
process of respiration, which is short but 
not burried. He is obliged to be support- 
ed with aap the vis vite being at 
a very low ebb. Bowels irregular, being 
sometimes too » Sometimes constipat- 
ed. Pulse intermittent, quick, and weak, 
Leeches are ted to the abdomen. 

19, Symptoms much the same. He takes 

y, arrow-root, &c., but gets appa- 
rently weaker and weaker. The sister says 
that the bowels are only relieved by clys- 
ters, and then very scantily. 
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20. To-day he died between ten and 
eleven o'clock, having expired in the 
quietest possible manner. Nothing de- 
serving remark occurred in the symptoms 
or treaiment since the last note. 

Post-mortem Examination. 

21. This morning Mr. Lawrence insti: 

tuted an inspection of the body. The ap- 

nces were briefly these. Aldomen, 
Evidences of slight peritonitis, flakes of 
lymph being deposited here and there, prin- 
cipally upon the serous coat of the stomach, 
The intestine, which had descended, had 
not regained its normal condition ; it was 
much discoloured, with a few dark spots, 
and the points of contact between its folds 
exhibited unusual vascularity, without ad- 
hesions. It presented an increase of thick- 
ness. The omentum was become adherent 
to the mouth of the sac. ‘The intestines 
contained only a little liquid faecal matter. 
Their mucous coat was healthy. 

Chest.—Here some wonder was excited 
on finding that there was a considerable de- 
position of lymph on the pleure, particu- 
larly on the left side, with adhesions. Mr, 
Lawrence expressed his surprise, that in so 
old aman such extensive thoracic inflam- 
mation should have been going on during 
depletion and purging, and with scarcely a 
single symptom, and, consequently, no sus- 
picion of it during life. The lungs, on 
being cut into and sq d, copious! 
exuded a muco-purulent fluid, and had the 
general characters of pneumonia. Their 
structure was natural, with the exception of 
some cretaceous deposits, and insulated 
thickened spots on their posterior surfaces. 

Head. —This part was not examined, 
We understand that the wife has since re- 
presented that the r man’s general 
health had been wretchedly disturbed dur- 
ing the last twelve months; the cough at 
times harassing him very much. ‘ 
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FRACTURE OF THE TIBIA AND FIBULA, SUC 
CEEDED BY DELIRIUM TREMENS. 

E. P., a sailor, was admitted here on 
the 28th Nov. with a very oblique fracture 
of the tibia; the fibula was also fractured, 
His habits are extremely intemperate, his 
friends stated that he was fr- quently drunk, 
and would at one time consume a consider- 
able quantity of spirits and beer. 

The limb was placed on a fracture-board 
with side-splints, and appeared to lie in a 
very good position. On visiting him two 
days after his admission, found he had 
passed a restless night, was feverish, with a 
tremulous tongue, and labouring under con- 
siderable irritability, He was seen by Mr. 


E 
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Andrews, who ordered 40 of landanom 
‘at bed-time. The laudanum the effect 


bed yy a tolerably comfortable night, 
“4 ing day he was very much im- 
ved. 
Des. 2. Was extremely violent last night, 
requiring the united strength of several per- 
sons to restrain him. The strait-jacket was 
applied, but his violence was so great as to 
break the bands by which the hands were 
secured to the bed ; he had untied the t 
of the fracture apparatus, and was throwing 
his leg foreibly about, He was seen by 
the house , who ordered him 60 drops 
of laudanum immediately. 

3. On visiting him this morning, found 
he had had a very bad night; the symptoms 
were much the same as on the last night; 
he was secured by leather straps and a sheet, 
80 as to confine bim and prevent his moving 
the limb. Mr. Andrews ordered him 60 
drops of laudanum immediately, and the 
same quantity to be repeated at night. To} 
have a pint of wine daily. The fracture was | 
of 


tion of the tibia was overlapping the lower 
considerably. Extension was made, and 
topical pressure exerted upon the part which 
was put up in splints again, 

4. Passed a restless night; refused to 
take the laudapum last night ; his bowels 
are confined. Repeat the laudanum. 

5. Passed a tolerably tranquil night, 
and had some sound sleep at intervals. 
Was seen to-day by Mr. Andrews, who 
ordered him 40 drops of laudanum imme- 
diately, and 40 more at night. To continue 
the wine, and take 38s ol. ricini. 

6. Was at times extremely violent dur- 
ing the night, and has disturbed his leg a 
oe deal. The strait-jacket is kept applied ; 

is intellects are more natural to-day ; 
bowels opened by the oil. Was ordered 
40 dtops of laudanum every eight hours in- 
stead of only twice in the twenty-four hours. 

He was kept for some time under the ia- 
fluence of the laudanum, which has been 
gradually diminished, and he has not bad any 
return of delirium. There is a considerable 
prominence where the fracttire was, as 
might be expected from his violence; in 
other respects he has done well. 


DISEASE OF THE KNEE-JOINT.-—STRANGE 
NECESSITY FOR AMPUTATION. 

The subject of this affection, a 
woman frow Bases wtat, 18, was admitted 
into Sophia’s Ward under the care of Sir! 
W. Biizard, labouring under disease of the 
Fight knee. She stated that the disease! 
commenced about three years ago with pain | 
in the knee, and swelling of that joint, but | 
could not assign any cause for its origin. | 


The pain becoming very severe, got 


course much disturbed ; the upper por- joint, whic 
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mission into the Colchester Hospital, where 
she remained several months without de- 
riving any benefit. The treatment adopted 
in that institution was antiphlogistic, con- 
sisting of rest in the recumbent position, 
leeches, cupping, blisters, and the other 
remedies of that class. Finding, however, 
that she did not experience any relief after 
being there some time, she left the hospital 
and applied here. During her stay several 
abscesses formed on the outside of the joi 

which were by the lancet, a 
considerable quantity of purulent matter 


escaped. 
On her admission here, the 
were the symptoms which presented them- 
selves. The limb was semifiexed, but would 
admit of considerable extension and motion, 
which, however, caused great pain. The 
skin was of the natural appearance ; there 
was a considerable degree of swelling about 
the joint; pressure on any part of the 
knee caused pain. There were two small 
ulcerated openings on the outside of the 
would allow of the pessage 
of a probe in various directions, for some 
extent, and from which a considerable quan- 
tity of purulent matter could be squeezed. 
The treatment adopted by Sir Wil- 
liam, on her admission, consisted in 
ing blisters to the part, and dressing 
blistered surface with the unguent. potasse 
hydriodat. Constitutional, decoct. cinchone 
ter die; pil. hudr. gr. iij, omni nocte., From 
this treatment she experienced decided be- 
nefit; the swelling became diminished, and 
she could move the limb and put the foot 
to the ground without much pain being 


About a fortnight afterwards the ointment 
was ordered to be discontinued (from what 
chuse we are unacquainted, as it was de- 
cidedly of great benefit, without being pro- 
ductive of any symptoms to contra-indieate 
its ess), aod Itices were ordered to be 
applied, which caused so much pain that 

could not endure them, and the puru- 
lent discharge, which had almost ceased 
under the iodine, became profuse in quan- 
tity. Sir W. Blizard thea ordered the 
poultices te be discontinued, and the limb 
to be placed in splints and rolled ; the knee 
to be kept constantly wet with sour wash. 

From this time her health became very 
much impaired ; she was unable to obtain 
any rest, at night or day, withott an opiate. 
Under these circumstances amputation was 
proposed, to which she readily b 
and wished it might be performed on the 
26th. But the operation was deferred till 
the 29th, on which day Mr. Luke took the 
leg off above the knee. The method — 
was that of the double flap instead of the 
circular incision. Since the operation the 
patient has gone on remarkably well. The 
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‘ligature on the artery came away on the 9th 
day. The potiont to leave the 
hospital ; the stump is an ex 

one, The limb was not 
moval, consequently we cannot deseribe the 
internal state of the diseased joint. 


WOUND AT THE ELBOW-JOINT. 


A stout athletic man lately applied at 
this hospital under the following circum- 
stances :—He stated that while employed 
at the docks, working at one of the cranes, 
the handle struck him smartly on the elbow. 
On examination a small contused wound 
was found at the right elbow-joint, between 
the olecranon and internal condyle of the 
hamerus. There was considerable tume- 
faction about the joint, but the arm did not 

to have suffered much contusion. 

man stated that he bad lost a consider- 
able quantity of blood from the part, and 
that great difficulty was experienced in ar- 
— the bleeding. The hemorrhage had 
entirely ceased when be reached the hos- 
ital. He was advised to remain in the 
ital, but this be refused to do, and was 
furnished with an out-patient’s ticket. He 
was directed to preserve the arm in perfect 
quiet, to keep rags wet with spirit lotion 
constantly to the part, and to take a scruple 


of calomel and jalap. If the arm became 
pane to return to the hospital, and have 
eee 


hes applied. 

The next day there was very little inflam- 
mation, the swelling not more extensive 
than on the preceding day ; bowels freely 
opened by the purgative. wound was 
dressed with adhesive plaster. To con- 
tinue the spirit wash. 

Two or days afterwards, this patient 
came to the hospital complaining of severe 

ia in the part. There was considerable in- 

ation about the joint, which was hot 
and greatly swollen. Tongue furred, bowels 
med, skin hot and dry; acknowledged 
having drunk a quantity ot beer, daily, since 
the accident, He was advised to remain 
in the hospital, as he endangered his limb 
or his life by going about, to which, after 
some difficulty, he . 

Ordered to keep his bed ; the arm to be 
placed ona pillow ; 20 leeches to be applied 
around the joint; te continue the spirit 
lotion, and have a dose of house medicine 
directly, and 30 drops of tinct. opii at night. 

On visiting him on the following morn- 
ing, there was swelling and tension 
of the arm with increased heat and redness, 
and severe throbbing pain at the joint. 
The man was labouring under much consti- 


ture with ms of landanum every 
eight hours. The opiate to be repeated at 


The arm is less painful to-day; the fe- 
brile symptoms are mitigated ; bowels open ; 
rested badly last night, notwithstanding the 
opiate. To repeat the leeches. 

There is still considerable swelling 
around the joint, which is painful; the con- 
stitutional symptoms, however, are now 
trifling. To have 12 leeches applied every 
morning, and continue the poultice. There 
is a thin discharge from the wound; but it 
has not any appearance of being synovial. 

The swelling of the arm has greatly sub- 
sided, and he is now free from pain. There 
appears to be a small collection of matter a 

rt distance below the olecranon, at which 
part the integuments are rather more dis- 
tended ; the fluctuation is not very evident ; 
however, on putting a lancet into this part, 
about half an ounce of healthy pus was 
evacuated. 

The man from this time did well. 


Retention or Unine rrom Stone 
tHe Uretnra.—On the afternoon of the 
9th of January, a little boy, between three 
and four years of age, was brought here 
labouring under retention of urine. On ex- 
amination the bladder was found to be v 
much distended, and a calculus denoted 
in the urethra preventing the passage of the 
urine. The little fellow was placed in a 
warm-bath, after which, by squeezing be- 
hind the glans penis, a small calculus was 
ejected from the urethra to a considerable 
distance. After the removal of the calculus, 
he was unable to pass his urine, owing to 
the bladder having lost its tone from ever- 
distention ; a catheter was accordingly in- 
troduced, and a considerable quantity of 
urine drawn off. The little fellow has 
since done well. 


INFLAMMATION OF THE TUNICA 
CONJUNCTIVA, 


W. R., a carman, wtat. 37, was admitted 
into this hospital in consequence of having 
had a quantity of ram thrown into his eyes. 

On examining the eyes immediately after 
admission, the tunica conjunctiva was found 
to be highly injected, presenting almost one 
uniform appearance of redness, great in- 
tolerance of light, and excessive secretion of 
tears. The patient complained of a sense 
of weight and fulness in the globe of the 
eye, as if the ball were too large for the 


|soeket ; the eyelids were swollen, and the 


tutional exeitement ; his pulse quick, with|man complained of excessive pain on the 


a hot dry skin, thirsty, and tongue furred. 
Ordered to have the leeches repeated, the 
joint to be buried in a linseed-meul poultice ; 


|admission of light, and an aching pain in 


e forehead. 


The treatment adopted in this case was as 


E 


‘Gos LITHOTRIPSY.—ERYSIPELAS.—SIR W. BLIZARD, &c. 
follows :—The eyes were washed with milk, 


and 15 leeches were applied to the eyelids 
night and morning. 
from the leeches had ceased, rags, wetted | 
with Goulard's lotion, were kept constantly 

ied; the patient was freely purged; | 

ered to confine himself strictly to bis 
bed, and to keep the curtains drawn around, | 
to exclude the light as much as possible. | 
by ona three grains of calomel three times | 
a day. 

The leeches were applied in this num- 
ber for two days, when the number was re- 
duced to 1% to each eyelid every morning, 
at which time the dose of the calomel was 
likewise diminished to two grains twice 
aday, On the fourth day the man had be- 
come powerfully affected by the mercury ; 
profuse ptyalism was induced, and the 
acute symptoms readily gave way, but there 
was still a degree of irritability remaining 
in the eyes, more particularly the right, on 
ex tolight. He was then directed 
to use the following collyrium :— 

Aluminis gr. xx ; 


Aq. distillat. Zviij. Ft. collyrium 
to be dropped into the eye three 
times a day. 


In the course of a day or two afterwards 


After the bleeding | 


needful, he is convinced that the practice proves 
fatal to many. 

** Skipton on Craven, Nov. 27th, 1832." 

This note was unfortanately mislaid, for which 
our apologies are due to Mr. B.—Ep. L. . 

Loxvon Hosprtat.—The complaints 
which we receive from this hospital respecting the 
conduct of Sir Wm Blizerd, are unceasing. We 
have published elsewhere one letter on the si.bject, 
and many others are beforeus, At a late operat-ou 
one of the pupils, a dresser of the Knight, was gross: 
insulted by him, on account of his haviag wd eee | 
a professional friend to Mr. Luke, by whom the 

pil was presented to the ill-mannered Knight. 
The head narse likewise was severely reprimanded 
by Sir Wm, because she allowed an old pupil of 
the hospital, and member of the College of Surgeons, 
to enter the theatre. On the nurse alleging as her 
excuse that the gentleman was an old pupil, Sir Wm. 
replied “ I do not care for that; he is not a pupil 
now. Did 1 not order you to keep the door locked 
and not let any one in?’’ There isan easy remedy 
for all this. Let no student throw away his money 
by entering to the practice of the hospital. The 
subject sha'l be renewed with some effect next 
October, if an alteration be not speedily 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
A Solicitor need not have cautioned us 
against pablishing his ith d letter. 
In specking, a few numbers since, of Mr. 
Peel of Swan-River notoriety, we should have 
ye bim as the cousin, not the brother, of 


ir 
An Inquirer will see that we and 
more information on than 


he left the hospital of his own d, on 
account of his family being without the 
means of subsistence during his absence from 


Lrrnotripsy at Norrincuam, —[The 
ease from the Notti Hospital has been printed 
in other journals. We are content, therefore, with 
giving the facts. Wehad notroom fur the report last 
week.) On the 12th Janvary,a framework-knitter 
was publicly and successiully operated on fora small 
stone in the bladder, by Baron Heurteloup, with 
the percussor, after having been cut five years pre- 
viously for the same affection. The Baron went to 
Nottingham at the request of Mr. Oldknow, the 
surgeon, and operated gratuitously, The medical 
gentiemen of the town, who were present at the 
operation, afterwards met the Baron at a dinner, 
to which they hed invited him on the occasion. 


Taeatment or Erysirecas sy Iwncr- 
stons.—Mr. Birtwhistle, in correction of a remark 
made in his paper some time since on erysipelas, 
says, “ 1 quite agree with Dr. Alexander Threshie, 
that the credit of first communicating this excel 
Jent method of cure to the profession is due to Mr. 
Copland Hutchinson, and that Mr. Lawrence was 
only his follower and warm supporter. I regret 
that I should for a t have appeared to de- 
tract from the merits of a “ brother officer,’’ for] 
can assure Dr. Threshie, that no one more highly 
esteems the improvements which Mr. Hatchinson 


has introduced inte naval and military sargery. 1} Pa 


was unacquainted with the arrangements at the 
Royal Naval Hospita! at Deal, and I have, there- 
fore, nothing to observe on that part of Dr. Thre- 
shie’s note. I omitted to mention, in support of my 


condemnation of extensive depletion in erysipelas, | the 


that I have the authority of that elegant writer and 
distinguished surgeon, Mr. Pott,in my favour (see 
his treatise on ‘ Fista‘a in Ano,’ page 55), who 
says that persons affected with it will not bear much 


“evacuation, and so far from its being either safe or 


“are in his ote of the 16th. 
e do not recollect receiving any pre- 
vious letter from J. G. D. 

We wish to see Mr. Sheldrake’s letter, 
No. 2, before inserting the first. 

Mr. Overend. The paper shall 
Dext week, and other communications 
our careful attention. 

The drawing from nature, which our able 
and ind ble friend 


fati 


a certain p ph more 
bably be made by the proposer, 


Mr. F. T.’s remarks on the incorrect ap- 
plication of the term “ arachnitis” are correct, but 
where so many other subjects worthy of his atten- 
tion exist, we would recommend a more practical 
application of his industry. His present article is 
not altogether perfect. The arachnoid is not sup- 
plied with amy vessels capable of conveying red 
blood. The point does not admit ofan “if.” We 
shall always be glad to heartrom F. 7’. 

G.S. Weare not acquainted with any 
medical scholar who professes to teach German, 
but if our correspondent wishes to learn the lan- 
guage in question, with a view to reading profes- 
sional works, let him make interest, accordingly, 
with the Marquis Moscati, the most giited linguist 
probably in the world, and be glad of the opportunity 
of obtaining such a fnaster. The address of the 
Marquis is, we believe, 35, South Bank, Regent’s 


rk. 

We shall use the communication received 
from Mr. 7. in reply to the letter of one of our 
reporters, on another occasion, with many thanks to 
him for his politeness readiness in answering 


Errata. Inquest at Woodbridge, page 541, line 
erase the word cat.”’—Page 
line 33, fer “ cases of the desert,” read “ Qases.”’ 


them. 
| 
igroie, would pro- 
subject, and artist 
Of it, Wo serious a risk to allow of his offer being 
acceded to. Of course he would stand for the por- 
traiture bimself. 
note. 


